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bs Vnwearied Patience, unalterable Meekneſs, are 
« the © oy” Proofs, That God is in me of a 
De Truth. Spirit U Proyer. 
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T will be eaſily allowed by impartial 
Judges, that there are few Writers in 


the preſent Age, who ſtand in any com- 


petition with Mr. Lew, as to Beauty and 


Strength of Language, Readineſs, Livelineſs, 
and Copiouſneſs of Thought, and (in many 
points) Accuracy of Sentiment. And theſe. 


uncommon Abilities you have long em- 


ployed, not to gain either Honour or Pre- 
2 but with a ſteady view to pro- 


mote ; 
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mote the Glory of Gop and peace and good 
Will among men. To this end you have 


publithed ſeveral Treatiſes, which muſt re- 


main as long as England ſtands,almoſt une- 


qualled ſtandards of the Strength and Pu- 


rity of our Language, as well as of ſound 
practical Divinity. Of how great ſervice 


theſe have been in reviving and eſtabliſh- 
ing true, rational, Scriptural Rehgion, can- 
not fully be known, 'till the Author of that 


Religion ſhall deſcend in the clouds of 


Heaven. 


I cannot but earneſtly. defire, that the 
Fruit of theſe your Labours may increaſe a 
thouſand fold ! I would fain contribute my 


Mite, to make yourWritings ſtill more uſe- 
ful: particularly, the Treatiſe on Chriſ- 


tian Perfection,” and the * Serious Call to 
an Holy Life.” Will you pardon me, Sir, 


if in order to this, Itake upon me to men- 


tion ſome things in your late Writings 

which ſeem not altogether conſiſtent with 

them, nor equally conducive to the great 
End you purſue? Can you bear, Sir, that 

I ſhould do this, (I hope with Modeſty and 

| Reſpect, but yet) with great Plainneſs of 

n — where I apprehend the 


1 revealed 


i 
revealed Truths of Gop, nay the very Eſ- 


ſence of the Goſpel, to lie at ſtake. 

lt may indeed ſeem ſtrange not only to 
you, but to many, that ſuch an one as I 
ſhould preſume thus to ſpeak to You: a 
perſon ſuperior to me in ſo many reſpects, 
beyond all degrees of compariſon. But in 
ſome reſpects it is not impoſſible, the ad- 
vantage may lie on my fide, For 1. A 
dwarf ſtanding on the ſhoulders of a Giant, 
may ſee farther than he does himſelf: 2. 
Being conſcious of my own Weakneſs and 
Liableneſs to err, I am open to Inſtruction 
from others : whereas it is a doubt, whether 
you think any man in Great Britain capa- 
ble of inſtructing You. 3. I am @ man 
of one Book. In Matters of Religion, I 
regard no Writings but the inſpired. Tau- 
ler, Behmen, and a whole Army of myſtic 
authors, are with me nothing to St. Paul. 
In every point I appeal o the Law and 
the leſtimony, and value no Authority but 
this. 
At a time when J was in great danger 
of not valuing this Authority enough, you 
made that important Obſervation, © I ſee 
where your miſtake lies. You would have 


_ - Ip 3 


EBT 

a Philoſophical Religion ;, but there can be 
no ſuch thing. Religion is the moſt plain, 
ſimple thing in the world. It is only, Ve 
love him, le cauſe he firſt loved us. So far as you 
add Philoſophy to Religion, juſt ſo far you 
_ ſpoil it.“ This Remark I have never for- 
gotten ſince, And I truſt in Go I never 
ſhall. 

But have not your” Permit me, Sis, to 
ſpeak plainly, Have you ever thought of 
it ſince? Is there a Writer in England who 
ſo continually blends Philoſophy with Re- 
ligion? Even in the Tracts on The Spirit of 
Prayer, and The Spirit of Love, wherein 
from the titles of them, one would expect 
to find no more of Philoſophy, than in 
the Epiſtles of St. John. Concerning which. 
give me leave to obſerve in general, 1. That 
the whole of it is utterly ſuperfluous: Aman 
may be full both of Prayer and Love, and 
not know a word of this fine Hypotheſis; 
2.The whole Hypotheſis is unproved;itis all 
precarious, all uncertain. Some Parts of it 
you do indeed attempt to prove: But how? 
In plain terms, By hegging the Queſtion. 

The Proof is often Petitio ſtatim, as they 
term it; bare alerting the very point in 

3 queſtion, 


_ que ignotum; one doubtful Propofiti 


7 Þ 


queſtion. Often you prove ignotum por 


on 
by another as doubtful: And not ſeidom, 


Inotum per i gnotius: à doubtful Seri: 


tence by one more doubtful ſtill, 3. That 
whole Hypotheſis has a dangerous Tenden- 
cy. It naturally leads men off from plain 


practical Religion, and fills them with the 


Knowledge that : puffeth up, inſtead of the 


Love that edifieth., And 4. It is often flat- 


ly contradiftory to Scripture, to Reaſon, 
and to itſelf, 
But over and above this ſuperfluous, un- 


certain, dangerous, irrational, unſcriptu- 


ral Philoſophy, have not you lately griev- 
ed many who are not ſtrangers to the Spi- 
rit of Prayer or Love, by advancing Te- 
nets in Religion, ſome of which they think 
are unſupported by Scripture, ſome even 


repugnant to it? Allow me, Sir, firſt to 
touch upon your Philoſophy, and then to 
ſpeak fr * concerning theſe, | 


I. As to your Philoſophy, the main of 


your Theory. reſpects, 1. Things antece- 
dent to the os a: The Creation 77 


A * N ſelf; 


HEE. 
all! 4. Adam | in Paradiſe ; 4. The F all 
of Man. 
1 do not 8 form ally to refute 
what you have aſſerted on any of theſe 
Heads. I dare not: I cannot anſwer ei- 
ther to Go p or Man, ſuch an Employ- 
ment of my Time, I could with as clear 
a Conſcience ſpend three days in playing at 
* or Puſh- pin; 


«© gince putting all the words her. 
Tis thr ee blue beans in one blue bladder.” 


1 ſhall only give a Sketch of this wonder- | 
ful Syſtem, and aſk a few obvious Quel- 


tions. 


And 1. of things: antecedent to the Cre- 
ation, 


* « All that can be concrived is Gop or 
| Nature or Creature +.” 


Is Nature created, or not created ? It 
muſt be one or the other; for there is no 
Medium. If not created, is it not Goo? 
created, is it not il Creature? How then 


5 » Mr. Law's Words are incloſed all aeg in Comma 5. 
1 A of Prayer, Second Part, p. 43. 


enn 


# 


; [9] 
can theſe be three, Gop, Nature, and 
Creature ? Since Nature muſt coincide ei- 
ther with Gop or Creature. 


_« Nature is in itſelf a hungry, wrathful 


Fire of life.” 

& Nature is and can be only a Defre. 
Deſire is the very Being of Nature . 
Nature is only a Dejre, becauſe it is 
for the ſake of yomething elſe. Nature is on- 
ly a torment ; becauſe it cannot belp tel 
to that which it wants.” 

«© Nature is, the Outward Manifeſtation 
of the inviſible Glories of Gon ©,” 


Is not the laſt of theſe Definitions CON- 


tradictory to all that precede ? 
If Defre is the very Being of Nature; if 
it is a zorment, an hungry wrathful fire: 


How is it © The Qutward Manifeſtation 


of the inviſible Glories of Gop ? 


Nature as well as Gop is antecedent to 


all Creature 


« There is an Eternal Nature, as uni- 


verſal and as unlimited as Gop *,” 


Is then Nature Gop? Or are there Two 


Bernal, Un werfal, Infte Beings? 


a Sp. of Pr. P. N. p: 24. Spire of Love, Part T. p. 20. 
N Far ll p. 62. P. 59. (F. 64. 
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1 Nothing i is Before Eternal Nature but 
Gop 3.” 

* Nothing but ?” Is any thing before 


that which is Eternal? 


But how is this grand Account of Na- 
ture conſiſtent with what you ſay elſe- 
where? 

« Nature, and Darkief and Self, are but 


three different Expreſſions for one and the 


ſame thing.” 
8 Nature has all Evil and no Boil in i. 5 


Yea : 


« Nature, Self, or Darkneſs has not only 
no Evil it it, but is the only Ground of 


all Good ©” 


O rare Darkneſs ! 
“Nature has ſeven chief Properties, and 


can have neither more nor leſs, becauſe it 
is a Birth from the Deity in Nature.“ (Is 


Nature a Birth from the Deity in Nature? 


Is not this flat Nonſenſe? And were it 
Senſe, what kind of Proof is this? Is it not 
ignotum fer que ignotum?) For Gop 
is tri-une and Nature is tri-une.” (““ Na- 


ture is tri- une.“ Is not this flat begging 
the Queſtion?) © And hence ariſe Pro- 


perties, three and three.” (N ay, why not 


7; EY. 181. + 192. Ibid. 


nine 


En} 


nine and nine, which would. be. thrice 
as good?) And that which brings theſe 


three and three into Union is another Pro- 
perty. Why ſo? Why may it not be Two, 


or Five, or none? Is it not rather the Will 


and Power of Gop? 
e The three firſt Properties of Nature 


are the whole Eſſence of that Defire, which 
is, and is called Nature.“ How? Are 
the Properties of a thing the ſame as the 


Effence of it? What Confuſion is this? But 


if they were, can a Part of its Properties 


be the whole Eſſence of it 
«© The three Firſt Properties of Nature 


are Attraction, Reſiſtence, and Mhirling. In 
theſe three Properties of the Deſire, you 
ſee the Reaſon of the three great Laws of 


Matter and Motion, and need not be told, 
that Sir Jaac plowed: with Jacob Behmen's 


FHeifer. Juſt as much as Milton en . 


with Francis Varless Heifer. 


How does it appear, that theſe are any 
Ok the Properties of Nature? If you mean 

by Nature any thing diſtinct from Matter? 
And how are they Properties of Deſire? 
What a Jumbling of dillonant Notions is 


_ here? : 
haft of Love, Part IL p. 64. . 6. F. 57 
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40 The Fourth Property (you affirm, not 


prove) is called Fire: The fifth, the form 


of Light and Love.” (What do you mean 
by the form of Love ? Are Light and Love 
one and the ſame thing?) „*The fixth, 


Sound or Underſtanding.” (Are then Sound 


and Underſtanding the ſame thing ? 


Then Rhyme with Reaſon may diſpenſe, 
And Sound has Right to govern Senfſe.”) 


The Seventh, a Life of triumphing 
Joy. Is then a Life of triumphing Joy, 


"Mm that which brings the three and three Pro- 
perties into Union?” If ſo, how can it be 


the Reſult of that Union?” Do eſo 


things hang together? 


To conclude this onder ful Head. Sow 


_ fay, © Attraction is an inceſſant Working 
of three contrary Properties, Drauing, 


Refiſting, and Whirling * ] That is in plain 


terms (a Diſcovery worthy of Jacob Beh- 
men, and yet not borrowed by Sir Iſaac i) 


« Drawing is inceſſant Drawing, Refs — 
and Ibirling. „ 


=P. 58. e 
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II. Of the Creation: 
You put theſe words, with many more 
equally important, into the Mouth of Gop 
himſelf! 
_. Angels firſt inhabited the Region 
which is now taken up by the Sun and 
Planets that move round him. It was then 
all a glaſſy Sea, in which perpetual Scenes 
of Light and Glory were ever riſing and 
changing in obedience to their Call. Hence 
they fancied they had Infinite Power, and 
_ reſolved to abjure all Submiſſion to Gop. 
In that moment they were whirled down, 
into their own dark, fiery, working Powers. 
And in that moment the glaſſy Sea, by the 
wrathful workings of theſe Spirits, was 
broke in pieces and became a Chaos of 
fire and wrath, thickneſs and darkneſs.” » 
I would enquire upon this, 
1. Did ever any pious Man before take 
ſuch Liberty with the moſt High Gop? 
2. Is not this being immeaſurably wiſe 
above that is written? Wiſer than all the 
Prophets and all che — * to- 
gether? 


_ + Spirit of Prayer Part l. 7 14, &. EL 
; 3. How 


fu) 5 
3. How can any thing of this be proved? 


Why thus: Darkneſs was upon the face of 


the deep. What can this mean, but that 


the Fall of Angels brought Dejolation into 
the wery place of thrs world* 2” 
Does it not mean rather, that the Deluge | 


brought Noad's Ark into St. Paul's Church- 
yard? 


Secondly, © The Scripture ſhews, that 


the Spirit of Gop entering into this Dar- 
neſs,” that is, into the very place where Sa. 
tan reigned before, e ova a new 


World.” 
Where does it ſhew, that this Dartnef 


| was the place where 'Satan FOR ? Ican- 
not find it in ay Bible. 


Thirdly, How could the Devil be call 


ed The Prince of this World, if it was not 


once his own Kingdom?“ ibid. IO 
| May he not be ſo called, Becanſe * novo 


reigns therein? Is he not now the ruler ef 
the Darkneſs or wickedneſs of this world? 


| Fourthly, Had it not been their ow. 


Kingdom, the Devils could have no Power 
ͥ! 909 AI 4 OR. 


sprit of Prayer, Part II. p. 49. . 36. | 
| 5 ST T hat 


Rr. 

That this is the very place in which the 
Angels fell“. | 

I doubt, it will nt paſs. Cannot Gop 
: permit Satan to exert his Power, wherever 

it pleafeth Him? 

| Hitherto then we have not a grain f 
ſound Proof. Y et you pronounce with all 
Peremptorineſs, | 

“The Grounds of true Religion cannot 


be truly known but by going back ſo far 
as this Fall of Angels.“ 


Cannot? Pofftively, cannot? How few 
men in England, in Europe, can or do go 
back ſo far? And are there none but theſe, 
no not one, who Rows the Grounds of T. rue 
W. kd . 

« It was their Revolt which brought 
Wrath and Fire and Thi ckneſs and Darkneſs 

into Nature 

If it was Sin that brought Fire into the 
World, (which is hard to prove) did it bring 
| Darkneſs? And Thi ckneſs too? But if it 
did, what harm is there in either? Is not 
Thickneſs as good in its place as Thinneſs? 
And as to Darkneſs you ſay yourſelf . 
has not only 20 Evil it it, but is the only 
ground of all poſſible Good. 

r P 51: PF. 37, 36: C | Ibid. 
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Touching Creation in — you aver; 
* A Creation out of nothing is no better 


Senſe than a Creation into nothing.” p- 60. 


« A Creation into nothing” 1s a Contra- 
diction in terms. Can you ſay a Creation 


out . nothing 1s ſo? It is indeed Tautolo- 


: Since the ſingle term Creation is equi 
valent with Production out of nothing. 
e That all things were created out of 


nothing, has not the leaſt title of Scripture 


to ſupport 8 
Is it not ſupported 708 al the Chriſtian 


Church has thought hitherto) by the very 


firſt Verſe of Geneſis? _ 
' « Nay, it is a Fiction big with the groff- 


eſt Abſurdities. It is full of horrid Con- 
ſequences. It ſeparates every thing from 
Gp. It leaves no Relation between Goo 


and the Creature. For” (mark the Proof!) 
« if it is created out of nothing, it cannot | 


. have ſomething of Gop in it. 


The Conſequence is not clear. Till this 5, 


3s made good can any of thoſe Propoſitions 


be allowed! 
Nature is the firſt Birth of Goo,” 


Pia Gop create it or r not? x not, how 


„ came 


„ 
came it at of him? If he did, did he cre- 
ate it out of ſomething or nothing 

« St, Paul ſays, All things are of, or 
out of Gop.” And what does this prove, 
but that Go is the Cauſe of all Things? 

« The Materiality of the Angelic King- 
dom was Jpsritual *. *. What1s Spiritual Ma« 
teriality ? Is it not much the ſame with 
Immaterial Materiality ? 

„This Spiritual Materiality brought 
forth the heavenly Fleſh and Blood of An- 
gels. That Angels have Bodies you af= 
firm elſewhere. But are you ſure, they 

have Fleſh and Blood? Are not the Ange:s 


Spirits? And furely a Spirit bath not EY 


and blood. 
„The whole g Sea was a Mirror of 


beauteous F orms, Colours, and Sounds 
perpetually ſpringing up, having alſo Fruits 
and Vegetables, but not grole, as the 


Fruits of the World. This was continually 


bringing forth new Figures of Lie; . 
Animals, but Ida] Forms of the endiejs Di- 


/ vlity of Lije a. 
TI his likewiſe 25 5 put into che Mouth of 


* Sp of Pr. b it p. 27. #F. 57 9 p. [. p. 18. 19. 
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Gop. But is Nonſenſe from the moſt 
High? 

What leſs is a irrer of beauteous 
Sounds? And what are Figures of Life? Are 
they alive or dead? Or between both? As a 
Man may be between ſleeping and waking ? 
What are ideal Forms of the endleſs Divi- 
ſibility of Life?“ Are they the ſame with 
thoſe Forms of Stones, one of which Ma- 
raton took up (while he was ſeeking Ta- 
ratilda,) to throw at the Form of a Lion ? 

The glaſſy Sea being become thick and 
dark, the Spirit converted its Fire and 
Wrath into Sun and Stars, its Droſs and 
Darkneſs into Earth, its Mobility ir into Air, 
its Moiſture into Water. 
Was Wrath converted into Sun or Stars? 
Or a little of it beſtowed on both? How 
was Darkneſs turned into Earth? Or Mo- 
bility into Air? Has not Fire more Mobi- 
lity than this? Did there need Omnipo- 

teiice, to convert Fire into Fire? Into the 
Sun? Or Nerſture into Vater? 
„ Darkneſs was abſolutely unknown to 
the Angels till they fell. Hence it appears, 
That Darkneſs 1 is the Ground of the Ma- 


2 Spirit of Prayer, Part II. P. 29. | 
teriality 


1% } 


teriality of Nature. Appears? To whom ? 


Nothing appears to me, but the proving 


rgnctum per ignotius. 


All Life is a Defre.” Might you not 


as well have affirmed, All Life is a Hat- 


chet? © Every Defire, as ſuch, is and muſt 
be, made up of Contrariety.“ * Gop's 
bringing a ſenſible Creature into Exiſtence, 


is the bringing the Power of Deſire into a 

creaturely State.” Does not all this require 
a little more Proof? And not a little Illuſ- 
tration? 


Hard and fo ft, thick and thin, could | 
have no Exiſtence, till Nature loſt its firſt 


Purity. And this 1s the one true Origin of 
all the Materiality of this World. Elfe no- 
thing thick or hard could ever have been.“ 
Hides not this call for much Proof ? Since 


_ moſt People believe, Go p created Matter, 


merely becauſe ſo it ſeemed good in his Sight. 


But you add a kind of Proof. How 
comes a Flint to be fo hard and dark? It is 


becauſe the Meekneſs and Flandity of the 
Light, Air, and Water are not in it.“ 
The Meekneſs of Light, and Air, and Wa- 
ter Pray what is "that? Is Air or Water 


vp. 23. | © Spirit of Love, Part II p.198. 
* Ibid. . P. Ibid 
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1 ©] 
apable of Virtue? O the . of a 
{mooth Canal 
« The firſt Property of Nature is a con- 
firinging, altracting, and coagulatingPower*.” 
I wait the Proof of this. 
„ brought groſs Matter out of the 
ſinful Properties of Nature, that thereby 
the fallen Angels might loſe all their Power 
over them.” And have they loſt all Power 
over them ? Is Satan no longer Prince of the 
Power of the Ain? 
« As all Matter is owing to the firſt Pro- 
perty of Nature, which is an aftringing 
compreſſing Deſire — Stop here, Sir. I to- 
if tally deny, that any unintelligent Being 
4 = 1s capable of any Defire at all. And yet 
4 this groſs, capital Miſtake runs through 
(4 pour whole Theory. 
' The Fourth Property isFire”--Where is 
= the Proof? which changes the Properties 
of Nature into an heavenly State.“ Proof 
again. The Conjunction of Gop and 
Nature brings forth Fire.” This needs * 
moſt Proof of all. | 
« Eyery right kindled Fire muſt give 
forth Light.” W. hy? «Becauſe the Eternal 
Fire is the Effect of Supernatural Light. 1 
'SP, 24. . p. 27. ip "7 k P. 49. | 1p. 48. 
5 V Nay 
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Nay then L7ght ſhould rather give forth 


Fire. 
« The Fire of the Soul and has of the 


Body has but one Nature. Can either 
Behmen or Spinoſa prove this? 


III. Of Adam in Paradiſe. i 
Paradiſe is an heavenly birth of life.“ 
How does this Definition — the 
Thing defined? 

« Adam had at firſt both an heavenly 
and an earthly Body. Into the latter was 
the Spirit of this World breathed, and in 
this Spirit and Body did the heavenly Spi- 
rit and Body of Adam dweli ””, So he 
had originally two Bodies and two Souls! 
This will need abundance of Proof.“ The 
Spirit and Body of this World was the Me- 
dium, thro' which he was to have Com- 
merce with this World.” The Proof. But 
It was no more alive in him, than Satan 
and the Serpent were alive in him af his 


World, and even in Adam, together with 
LE 52. Spirit of Prayer, P. I. p. . mP. 7. 
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firſt Creation. Good and Evil were then 
only in his Outward Body and in the Out- 
ward World.” What was there Evil in the 
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Satan and the Serpent, af his firft Creation? 

But they were kept unactive by the Power 

of the Heavenly Man within him :” Did 

this caſo over the Earthly Man? Or the 

Earthly caſe the Heavenly ? 
But * he had power to chaſe, whether 


he would uic his Outward Body, only as 


a Means of opening the Outward World to 


| Nn so it was not quite anackive neither: 


or of opening the beſtial Life in him- 
gal. Till this was opened in him, nothing 


in this outward World, no more than his 
own outward Body” (So now it is 2hẽʃꝓvue 


again,) could af upon him, make any Im- 
preſſions upon him, or raiſe any Senſations 
in him: Neither had he any feeling of 


Good or Evil from it.“ All this being en- 
tirely New, we as. beg clear and full 


Proof of it. 
„ G0 p ſaid to Man at his Cr cation, Rule 
thou over this imperfect, periſhing World, 


Without partaking of its 7mpure Nature . 


Was not the World then at firſt per- 
feft in its kind? Was it impure then? Or 
would it have periſhed, if Man had not 
iinned? And are we ſure that Gop ſpeaks 
thus ! Ss 
"P.g. 5 p. . = _ 
* The: 


+3 ] 
* The End Gop propoſed in the Crea- 
tion, was the reſtoring all Things to their 


glorious State“. In the Creation? Was 


not this rather the End which he propoſed 
in the Redemption ? 

Adam was created to keep what is 
called the Curſe, covered and overcome by 


Paradiſe. And as Paradiſe concealed and 


overcame all the Evil in the Elements, ſo 
Adam's Heavenly Man concealed from him 
all the Evil of the earthly Nature that was 


under it.” Can we believe, that there was 
any Evil in Man from the Creation, E: 


we believe the Bible? 
Our own Good Spirit is the very Spi- 
rit of Gop: and yet not Gop, but the 
Spirit of Gop kindled into a creaturely Form.“ 


Is there any Meaning in theſe Words ? And 


how are they conſiſtent with thoſe that fol- 


low? „This Spirit is ſo related to Gop, as 


my Breath is to the Air. Nay, it ſo, your 
Spirit s GOD. For your Breath is Air. 


That Adam had at firſt the Nature of 
an Angel is plain from hence, That he was 


both Male and Female in one Perſon, Now 


p Spirit of Prayer, Part II. p. 61. ar. 62. 
e of Pr. P. II. p. 195. | 
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[ 24 ] 
this (the being both Male and Female) is 
the very Perfection of the Angelic Na- 
tures.” Naturaliſts ſay, that Snazls have 
this Perfection. But who can prove, that 


Angel have? 


Y ou attempt to prove it thus. * 0 the 


| 7. ſurreclion they neither marry Nor are given 
i marriage, but are as the Angels. Here 


we are told, 1. That the being Male and 
Female in one Perſon, is the very Nature 
of Angels. 2. That Man ſhall be fo too 
at the Reſurrection. Therefore he was ſo 
at firſt.” NC 

Indeed, Sir, we are not told here, that 
Angels are Hermaphrodites. No, nor 


any thing like it. The whole Paſlage is, 


They obo ſtall be accounted worthy to obtain 
that <warld and the reſurre&ien from the dead, 
neither marry, nor are gin ven in marriage: 
Neitber can they die any more; for they are 
equal unto the Angels; (Luke xx. 35, 36.) 
namely, (not in being Male and Female, 


but) in this, That they cannot die any more. 


This is the indiſputable Meaning of the 


Words. 80 this whole Proof vaniſhes into 


Air, . 


Jou 


1 

vou have one more Thought, full as 
zew as this. All earthly Beaſt are but 
creaturely Eruptions of the Diſorder that is 
broken out from the fallen Spiritual World. 
So earthly Serpents are but tranſitory Out- 
births of Covetouſneſs, Envy, Pr ide, and 

Wrath”: 

How ſhall we recoticile this with the Mo- 

faic Account? And GOD ſaid, Let the earth 
bring ferth cattle, and creeping thing and beaſt. 
And GOD made the beaſt of the earth; and 
GOD ſaw that it was good, Gen. 1. 24, 
25. Does any thing here intimate, That 
Beaſts or Serpents literally crept out of the 
Womb of Sin? And what have Serpents, 
in particular, to do with Coverouſneſs? Or 
| indeed with EO; unleſs 1 in Poctic F ables? 
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IV. of the Fall of Man, nn, _ 
Adam had loſt much of his firſt Perfec- 
tion, before Eve was taken out of him. 7 15 
not good, ſaith Gop, that Man ſhould be alone. 
This ſhews that Adam had now made hat 
not to be good, which Gop ſaw to be good 
when he created him *.” Nay, does it ſhew 
either more or leſs than this, that it was 


Sp. of Love, P. IL P. 27 : * Sp. of Pr. P. 74. 
not 


[ 26 | 
not conducive to the wiſe Ends Gop had i in 
View, for Man to remain ſingle? 

„ Gop then divided the Human Na- 
ture, into a Male and a Female Creature. 
Otherwiſe Man would have brought forth 
his own Likeneſs out of himſelf, in the 
ſame manner as he had a Birth from Goo. 
But Adam let in an adulterous Love of the 
World: By this his Virginity was loſt, and 
he had no longer a Power of bringing 
forth a Birth from himſelf rs.” 
| We have no Shadow of Proof for all this. 

« This State of Inability is called, his fall. 
ing into a deep ſleep *.” How does this agree 
with The LORD GOD cauſed a deep fleep to 
fall upon Adam? Gen. ii. 21. 

M bh took his Eve out of him, as a leſſer 
Evil, to avoid a greater. For it was aleſs 
Folly, to love the Female Part of himſelf, 
than to love things lower than himſelf*.” 
Who can extract this out of the Words 

of Moſes ? Who can reconcile it with the 

Words of our Lord? He who made them at 
t thebeginning (not aword of any previous Fall) 

made them male and female. And ſaid, For this 
Cauſe ſhall a man leave father and mother and 
cleave unto his wife. Mat. xix. 4, 5. Is here ”—” 


b , e 


any 


( 27 J 
any intimation, that for a Man to love his 
Wife, is only a % Folly than to love the 
World? A manought fo to love his wife, even 
4 Chrift the Church. Is there any Folly in 
the Love of Chriſt to the Church ? 

« Marriage came in by Adam's fall- 
ing from his firſt Perfection. Does this 
Account do Honour to that Inſtitution ? 
Any more than that memorable Sayingof an 


eminent Myſtic, "ROE is but licenſed 
Whoredom.“ 


e Had Adam ſtood, no Eve would have | 


been taken out of him. But from Eve 
Goy raiſed that Angelic Man, whom Adam 


ſhould have brought forth without Eve, 
who is called The Second Adam, as being both 
Male and Female ».” Many things here want 
Proof. How does it appear 1. That Eve 
would not have been, had Adam ſtood ? 2. 


That had he ſtood, he would have brought 
forth the Second Adam without Eve? 3. 
That Chriſt was both Male and Female ? 


and 4. Was on this Account called The Se- 
cond Adam? 


* The Second Adam is now to do that 


which the Firſt ſhould have done Is 
he to do no more than bat? No more 5 
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74: 
than a mere Creature ſhould hade done? Then 
| what need is there of his being any more 

than a Creature? What need of his being | 
_ Gop? 
« Our having from him a New Heaven 
ſy Hue and Blood, raiſed in us by his ſpiri- 
tual Power, is the ſtrongeſt Proof, That 
we ſhould have been born of Adam by /e 
fame ſpiritual Pover“. 

Had Adam then the very ſame ſpiritual 
Power, which Chriſt had? And would he, 
if he had ſtood, have tranſmitted to us the 
very ſame Benefit? Surely none that believes 
the Chriſtian Revelation will aver this in 
cool Blood 

« From Adam's Deſire turned toward : 
the World, the Earth got a Power of giv- 
ing forth an evi Tree. It was his ill which 
opened a Paſſage for the Evil hid in the 
Earth.” (I know not how 1t came there, 
before Adam fell) © to bring forth a 
Tree in its own Likeneſs. No ſooner was it 


brought forth, than Gop aſſured him that 


Death was hid in it: A plain Proof, That 
this Tree was not from GOD, but from a 
Power in the Earth, which could not ſhew 


itſelf, 'till Adam deſired to taſte ſomething _ 


which was not Paradiſtacal *. „ This 
P. 85. 5 . 96. N 


AW 3 Fr 

Fhis is the marvellous in the higheſt De- 
gree, and affords many Queſtions not 
very eaſy to be anſwered. But waving all 
theſe, Can any thing be more flatly con- 
tradictory to the Mofaic Account? We 
read there, The LORD GOD formed Mon, 
Gen. 11. 7. And the LORD planted a garden, 
V. 8. And out of the ground made the LORD 


GOD every tree to grow that is pleaſant 
to the ſight and good for food ; the tree of life, 


and the tree of the knowledge of goed and evil, 


v. 9. Is it not here plainly taught, That 77s 


tree was from GOD ? That not the Deſire 


of Adam, but te LORD GOD made this 
tree to grew, as well as the tree of life ? And 
when was it, That Gop gave him that ſo- 
lemn Warning: In the day that then eate/t 


theresf thou ſhall ſurely die? v.17. Not as joon 


as that tree was brought forth ; but when 


Adam was put into the Garden. 


« At firſt all the Natural Proper ties of 


Man' s creaturely Life were hid in Go, juſt 
as the Natural Qualities of Darkneſs are 


hid, till glorified by the Light..“ Nay, 
were they not ſufficiently hid: by the hea- 


venly Man? Need they be Hig over aud 
overt”: 5 
F Spuit of Love, Part [l. p. 1 91. 5 
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9 But when Man fell, all theſe Proper- 


ties broke forth, juſt as the Darkneſs, when 
it has loſt the Light muſt ſhew forth its 


own Coldneſs, Horror and other uncom- 


fortable Qualities.” Exemplum placet! But 
are either Coldneſs or Horror, Natural Qua- 


lities of Darkneſs? If fo, they muſt be inſe- 


parable from it. But who will affirm this ? 


e Darkneſs, tho' contrary to Light, is yet 


: abſolutely neceſſary to it. Without this no 
Manifeſtation or Viſibility of Light could 


poſſibly be.” This is abſolutely new and 


ſurprizing. But how is it to be proved? 


Thus: © GOD awelleth in the light which 


no Man can approach, Therefore Light can- 
not be manifeſted to Man but by Dark- 
neſs . Ah poor Conſequence! Would 


not the ſame Text juſt as well prove Tran- 


ſubſtantiation ? 


« Light and Darkneſs do every thing, : 
whether good or evil, that is done in Man. 
Light is all Power, Light! is all W and 


nothing. 


I cannot conceive what Ideas you a 


fix to the Terms, Light and Darkneſs. 


But I forget. You except againſt Ideas. 


Can you teach us, to think without them? 


2 p. a | Kb Ibid, 
Once 
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Onee more. You ſay, © Darkneſs is a 
Peoſiti ve Thing, and has a Strength and 

Subſtantiality in it“ Truly, Sir, you 

ſay very handſome things of Darkneſs, and 
ſeem to be much in love with it. I have 
ſcarce met with a greater Friend to it, ex- 
cept © the illuminated Jacob Behmen.” 

But, Sir, have you not done him an ir- 
reparable Injury? I do not mean, by miſ- 
repreſenting his Sentiments, (though ſome 
of his profound Admirers are poſitive, 
That you miſunderſtand and murder him 
_ throughout :) But by dragging him out of 
his awful Obſcurity ; by pouring Light up- 
on his venerable Darkneſs ? Men may ad- 
mire the Deepneſs of the Well, and the 
Excellence of the Water it contains. But 
if ſome officious Perſon puts a Light into 
it, it will appear to be both very ſhallow 
and very dirty, 
I could not have borne to ſpend ſo ma- 
ny Words on ſo egregious Trifles, but that 
they are miſchievous Trifles. 


Hæ nugæ ſeria ducunt 
In mala. 
„ %% end 3 
Fl OO OE 
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This 1s dreadfully apparent in your own. 
Caſe, (I would not ſpeak but that I dare 
not refrain) whora notwithſtanding your 
uncommon Abilities, they have led aſtray 
in things of the greateſt Importance. Bad 
 Pluloſophy has by inſenſible degrees paved 
the way for bad Divinity : In conſequence 
of a miſerable Hypotheſis, you advance ma- 
ny things in Religion alſo, ſome of which 
are unſupported by Scripture, ſome even 
W to it. 


II. Some 1 ſhall now mention 
with the-utmoſt Plainneſs, as knowing for 
whom, and before whom I ſpeak. 

And 1. You deny the Omnipotence | of 
Gan... 

You ſay,*As no ſeeing Eye could be creat 
ed, unleſs there was antecedent to it, a na- 
tural Viſibility of things,“ Why not? Why 
might not wv/4ble things be created at the 

ſame inſtant with it ? — © So no Creature 

could corae into any Nat tural Life, unleſs 

. ſuch a State of Nature was antecedent to 
it. All that Gop does, is and muſt be 
done in and by the Powers of Nature. fo 
P. 60. . 235. 5 
What 


[331 
What chen did it avail, that as you elſe- 


where ſay, Gop was before Nature? He 
not only could not then do all things, but he 

could do nothing, till Nature exiſted. But 

if ſo, how came Nature itſelf, this Second 

Eternal, to exiſt at all? Pray declare the 
| Matters of Eternity a little farther, and un- 

veil the boſom of the Great Deep, if you 

was indeed with Gop, when he laid the 
foundations of the earth. 

There cannot poſlibly be any other Dif- 1 
ference between created Beings, than ariſes 
from that out of which they were creat- 

ed“. Why not? Who will ſtay the hand of 
the Almighty, or ſay unto him, What doſt 
thou? 

No Fruits or Vegtidbles could have 
forung up in the divided Elements, but 
becauſe they are Parts of that glaſly Sea, 
where angelical Fruits grew before . 
But how came thoſe Fruits to 'grow be- 
fore? How came they to grow in the glaſſy 
Sea? Were they not produced out of no- 

thing at firſt? If not, Gop was not before 
Nature. If they were, cannot he ſtill pro- 
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duce out of nothing wan, Neat 


him?) 
All outward He Win g * from 


Heaven '—That we deny—* muſt as well 


as it cen, do and work as it did in Heaven *.” 


A. well as it can] What can it do without 


Gop-? Who upholdeth all things by the 
Word of his Power! And what can it not do, 
if He pleaſeth ? Or rather, what cannot He 
do, with or without it? 

c Matter could not poſlibly be but from 


Sin *,” That is, in very plain terms, Gop 
could not have created Matter, if Satan had 
not finned! 


* Gop could not create Man with a ſoul 
and a body, unleſs there was ſuch a thing as 


Nature, antecedent to the Creation of man 3.” 


Why could not Gon do this? Becauſe 
© Body and Spirit are not #wo ſeparate 
things, but are only the mward and out- 
ward Condition of one and the ſame Being. 
Every Creature muſt have its own body, and 


cannot be without it. For its Body is that” 


Who would have thought it? “which 


makes it manifeſt to itſelf, It cannot 


know, either that it is, or what it is but 
by its own body!” 


P. 20. P SP- of Love, Part L p: 23. qP, 30. Pia 
_ What 


'F-98 1 
What a Heap of bold Aſſertions is here, 
to curb — Sema And not orie of 


them has a tittle of Proof, unleſs one can 


ou the. other. 


But we have more fill, The Body 


(of any Creature) has nothing of 27's own, 
but is ſolely the outward Manfeſtation, of 


that which is iwardly in the Soul. Every 


Animal has nothing in its outward Form or 
Shape, but that which is the Form, and 


Growth of its Spirit. As no Number can 
be any thing elſe, but that which the Units 
contained in it make it to be, ſo no Body 
can be any thing elſe but the Coagulation or 


Sum total of thoſe Properties of Nature 
that are coagulated in it“ 


Aſtoniſhing! What a Diſcovery is this? 


That a Body is only a curdled Spirit! That 
our Bodies are only the Sum total of our 


ſpiritual Properties : and that the Form of 


every man's Body is only the Form of his 
Spirit made viſible ! Surely theſe, if any 
other, 3 


&« Remarks which none 44. cer dico 


In nn Verſe, or hobbling Proſe,” 


. 33. 
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(1-30) 
Every Spirit manifeſts its own Nature 
by that Body which proceeds from it as its 
own birth :. 
Does the Body than grow out of the ng 


tit, as the Hair and Nails grow out of the 


Body ? And this, in conſequence of the 
« Powers of Nature,” diſtinct from the 
Power and Will of Gop ? 


To abridge Gop of his Power, after Cre- 


ation, as well as before it, you warms far- 
ter, 


« This is an axiom that cannot de ſhak- 
en, Nothing can riſe higher than its ft 
created Nature; and therefore an An- 
gel at laſt, muſt have been an Angel at firſt. 
Do you think it poſſible for an Ox to be 


changed into a rational Philoſopher ? Yet 
this is as poſſible as for one who has only 


by Creation the Life of this World, to be 
changed into an Angel of Heaven. The 
Life of this World can reach no farther 


than this World: No Omnzpotence of Gon 


can carry it farther. Therefore if Man is 
to be an Angel at laſt, he muſt have been 
created an Angel: Becauſe no Creature 
can poſſibly have any other Life or higher 


& Spirit of Love, Part I * 
Degree 


177 0 


Degree of Life, than that which his Crea- 
tion brought forth in him.“ 

I have quoted this Paſſage at ſome 
length, that the Senſe of it may appear, be- 
yond Diſpute. But what Divinity? And 
what Reaſoning to ſupport it? Can Gop 
© raiſe nothing higher than its fi created 
State? Is it not poſſible for Him, to change 
an Ox or a Stone into a rational Philoſo- 
pher, or a Child of Abrabam? To change 
a Man or a Worm into an Angel of Hea- 
ven? Poor Omnipotence which cannot do 
this! Whether He 0, or no, is another 
Queſtion. But if he cannot do it, how can 
he be ſaid, to do whatſoever pleaſeth him, in 
heaven, and in earth, and in the ſea, and in 
all deep plates? ä 
Thus does your Attachment to a miſera- 
ble Philoſophy, lead you to deny the Al 
W Power of Gop, 


II. It leads you, in the Second Place, to 
deny his Juſtice, to abridge this n no leſs than 
his Power. 

This I may be permitted to conſider 5 

more at large; becauſe though it was al- 
lowed by all the wiſer Heathens of paſt 


_ Spiri of "Prayers Part Il, Wh: 
V3 - A 


1351 
Ages, yet it is now one main Hinge on 
which the Controverſy between Chriſtianity 


and Deiſin turns. To convert a thouſand 
Deiſts therefore, by giving up this Point, 
with the Doctrine of Jyfification which is 
built upon it, is little more than it would 


be, to convert as many Jews, by allowing 


the Meſſiah is not yet come. It is eonvert- 
ing them by allowing all they contend for; 
By granting them the main point in queſtion. 


Conſequently it is no other than eftabliſhing 
Derm, while it pretends to overturn it. 


1 would greatly wiſh, in weighing what 
you have advanced on this Head, to for- 


get who ſpeaks, and ſimply conſider what 
is ſpoken. The Perſon I greatly reverence 


and love : The Doctrine I utterly abhor ; 
as 1 apprehend it to be totally lubverſive of 
the very Eſſence of Chriſtianity, 

Gon Kimſelf hath declared, that in con- 


ſequence of his Juſtice, he will in the great 


Day of General Retribution, render to every 
man accordi ng 4 fo 8 works, whether they ve 


good or evil. 


But man ſays, No. 4 There i is no righ- 
teous Wrath or vindiftive Fuftice in Gop.*.” 
nf ſo, ye may go on, ye children of the Devil, . 


6 ® $parir of Love, Part II. p. 108. 


- 


in 


9 
in doing the Works of your Father. It is 


written indeed the wrath of GOD is revealed 
rum heaven againſt all ungodlineſs and unrigh- | 
teouſneſs. But this is not literally to be taken; 
for properly ſpeaking, there is no ſuch 
ne Wrathof GOD! 

Fear not the bug-bear of everlaſting burn- 
ings. There is not only no everlaſting Pu- 
niſhment, but no Puniſhment at all; no 
ſuch thing in the Univerſe. It is a mere 
vulgar Error! 

I ſhould be extremely glad to Pest 
theſe ſmooth things too, did not a Diffi- 
culty lie in the way. As nothing is more 
frequently or more expreſly declared in 
Scripture, than Gop's Anger at Sin, and 
his puniſhing it both temporally and eter- 
nally, every Aſſertion of this kind ſtrikes 
directly at the Credit of the whole Reve- 
lation. For if there be one Falſhood in the 
Bible, there may be a thouſand; neither can 
it proceed from the Gop of Truth. Hows 
ever I will weigh all your Aſſertions. And 
may the Gop of Truth ſhine on both our 
Hearts | b 
l muſt premiſe, That I have no Objec- 
tion to the uſing the words Wrath (or An- 
ger) and Fuftice a as nearly ſynonymous ; ſee- 
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[45 ] 
ing Anger ſtands in the very ſame relation to 
Fuſtice as Love does to Mercy: Love and 


Anger being the Paſſions, (ſpeaking after 


the manner of men) which correſpond with 
the Diſpoſitions of Mercy and Juſtice. Who- 
ever therefore denies Gop to be capable of 


Wrath or Anger, acts ae in . 


ing his Juſtice alſo. 7 
You begin. 1. © No Wrath ( PW Vans 


| Ade Juſtice ) ever was or ever will be in 
 Gop*, If a Wrath of GOD. were any 


where, it muſt be every where. So it is, as 


ſure as the 7 GOD is every where. 


2. Wrath and Pain dwell only in the 


Cs . Pain is only 1 in Creatures. Of 


Wrath we are to enquire farther. 

3.* To ſay Gopever puniſhed any ( Creature 
out of Wrath, is as abſurd as to fay, He 
began the Creation out of Wrath,” I con- 
ceive not. It is not as abſurd to ſay, Gop 
is angry at the guilty, as to ſay Gop is an- 
gry at the innocent. Now it is certain, 
when Gop began the Creation of ne no 
guilty men were in being. 


4. He muſt always zl! that to his 


Creatures, which he willed at the Creation 
of them.” True. And he willed, at the 


2 : Spirit of Prayer, Wel. . P. 28. 


very | 


411 
very Creation of Men, 20 reward « every one 
as his Work frould be. | 
F. Gov is incapable of willing Pain to 
any Creature, becauſe he is nothing but 

SGoodneſs. You mean, becauſe his Good- 
_ neſs excludes Juſtice. Nay, that is the ey 
Queſtion. 
6. © Gop can give nothing but Happi- 
neſs from himſelf, becauſe he hath nothing 
elſe in himſelf*.” As if you had ſaid, © Gop 
can give nothing but Infinity from himſelſ. 
becauſe he has nothing elſe in himſelf.” 
*Tis certain he has not. He is all Infinity. 
Yet that Argument will not hold. 
7- © Gop can no more begin to have 
any Wrath after the Creature is fallen, than 
he could be infinite Wrath and Rage from 
all Eternity *.” No changing the terms. 
We have nothing to do with Rage, This 
properly means exceſive Anger. Setting 
this aſide, I anſwer to the argument, Gop 
was znfinttely juſt from all eternity: In con- 
ſequence of which, his Anger then began to 
 ſhew itſelf, when Man had ſinned. 
8. « No Wrath can be in Gov, unleſs 
G0 was from all eternity an OW. * 


dP. 29. * Spirit of Love, F Part I. p. 3. 
2 Spirit of Love, Part I. P. 4. 
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Wrath.” that is, infinitely juſt. So he v was, 
and will be to all eternity. 


9. © There muſt either be no poſſ bility 


of Wrath, or no — of its nde 
am bounds*." 
The divine Juice cannot poſſibly hove 


am Bounds. It is as unlimited as his Power. 


10. Two things ſhew the Nature of 
Wrath, a tempeſt and a raging ſore. The 


former is Wrath in the Elements; the latter 
is Wrath in the Body. Now both theſe are 


a diſorder. But there is no Diſorder in 

GOD. Therefore there is no wrath in 

Gop.“ 
A tempeſt is Wrath in the Elements 4 
raging Sore is Wrath in the Body. It is not. 


| Neither the Body, the Elements, nor any 


thing inanimate is capable of Wrath, Who 
ever alked or heard of the Wrath of a 


| Cudgel? Yea, or of a Cannon-Ball ? And 


when we ſay, The Sore looks angry, does 


any one dream, this is to be taken literally? 


The Pillars of the Argument therefore are 
Totten. - een the 9 ; 


falls to the Ground. 


In vain would you prop it up by laying. 
ec Wrath can have 0 a Nature in Body 5 


Page 6 8 Tage 7. i page 3.7% | 
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than it has 1 in Spirit, becauſe it can havo 
10 Bxiftence in Body, but what it has 
from Spirit“. Nay, it can have 10 Ex- 
ifkence in Body at all, as you yourſel 
affirm preſently after. Yet you ſtrange- 
ly go on, “ There is but one Wrath in 
all. outward things, animate or inani- 
mate.” Moſt true; for all wrath is in 
a; thin gs inanimate are utterly 1 in- 
capable of it. 

There can be but o one kind of Wrath, 
becauſe nothing can be wrotgful but Spi- 
rt.” | 

Never then let us talk of wrathful 

Elements, of wrathful Tempeſs or Sores... 
again. 
nth. I Wrath and Evil are but two worde 
for the ſame thing*.” This is home. But it 
cannot be granted without Proof. 
12.5 Gopis as incapable of Wrath, asof 
Thickneſs, Hardneſs, and Darkneſs; becauſe 
Wrath can exiſt no where elſe but in Thick- 
peſe, Haraneſs, and Darkneſs.” 

So far from it, that Wrath cannot exiſt 
in Thickneſs or Hardneſs at all, For theſe 
are Qualities of Bodies; and“ * nothing o can 
| þe wrathful but Spirit. . 


Fage 15. F Page 18. mid. > Page 71. 
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1 
13. © Wrath cannot be in any Creature, 


till it has loſt its firſt Perfection”. ” That 
remains to be proved. 


Thus far you have Ane Auen 


for your Doctrine You next r to 
anſwer Objectionss. 


And to the Ob; ection that gctipture 


ſpeaks ſo frequently oy the Wrath US GOD, 


To anſwer, 
« All the Wrath and Vengeance that 


ever wasin any Creature, is to be called and 
looked on as the Wrath and V, 3 4 = 
po ER 

I totally deny chat Propoſition, and call Y 
; for the Proof of it. 


2. © Gop works every thing in Nine 
Therefore all Death, or Rage, or Curſe, 


wherever it is, muſt be ſaid, in the Lan- 
guage of Seripture, to be he Wrath or Ven- 
geance of Gor... 


k I» 


I deny the Den The Utter 
Propoſition d does not follow from the former. 
And indeed it is not true. All Death and 
Rage and Curſe, is not in the Language of 
* INES the Wrath o_ V — 4 


Page 72 74. *Page 88. 


07 
. 3... Becauſe the Devils have their Life 
from Gop ; therefore their curſed, miſerable 
wrathful 860 is ſaid to be the Curſe and 
Miſery, and Wrath of GOD upon them!.“ 
Neither can this be proved, that the 
Devils having their Life from GOD, is the 
Reaſon why they are ſaid to be under his 
Wrath. Nor does the Scripture ever term 
their wratbful, miſerable Life, the Wrath or 
Mi go of GOD. © 

Devils are his, as well asholy Angels. 
Therefore all the Wrath and Rage of the 
one, , muſt be as truly his Wrath _ Rage 
burning in them, as the Joy of the others 
is hrs Foy.” 

So it ſeems, The Wrath of GOD i in ep 
ture means no more or leſs than The Mratb 
of the Devil ! However, this Argument will 
not prove it. The Foy of Saints(not of Angels 
that I remember) is ſtiled The Foy of their 
Lord, becauſe he prepared it for them and 
beſtoꝛos it on them. Does he prepare and 
beſto the Rage of Devils upon them? 

5. His Mrath and bis Vengeance are no 
more in Gov, than what the Plalmift calls 
his Ice and his Froft*.” 
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1 
There is nothing parallel in the Caſe. 
We can't take the — Expreſſions lite- 


rally, without glaring Abſusdity: : the former 
we * 0 


« The Farth rrembled becauſe he was 


a_ No wrath here but in the Ele. 


ments. 
Nay, if ſo, hers was no Wrath at all, 


For we RS « Only N be 


wrathful.” 
7. One more Text, uſually cited againſt 


pour Opinion, you improve into an Argu- 
ment for it. Avenge not you ſelues, for 


Vengeance is mine. This is a full Proof that 
Vengeance is not in Gop. If it was, then 
it would belong to every child of Gop, or 


de could not be perfoct as bis Father is per- 


Yet he coult in alk lit ienitable- Parfec- 


tions. But Gop has peculiarly forbidden 
Our imitating 
he, is mine, incommunicably mine; unleſs 
fo far as he delegates it to thoſe who are 


him in this. Vengean co, ſays 


in Authority. This therefore clearly ſnews, 


that Gop executes Vengeance, — Fuſti ce 
not V. 3 18 properly # in lim. 


0 Page 76. 
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[471 | 
Having now proved (as you ſuppoſe) 
that Gop has neither Anger nor Juſtire, it 


remains only to ſhew (which indeed follows 
by eafy and natural Conſequence) that he 


never did, nor can puniſd. 


* To ſay Adam's miſerable state was 
a T inflicted upon him by Gop, 


is an utter Abfurdity*. His Sin had not 


the leaſt Puniſbment of any kind inflicted 
upon it by Go. 


This is flat and plain. But let us ſee 
how far this Account agrees with that 


which Gop himſelf hath given. 


Of the Tree of Knowledge of Good and 
Evil thou ſhalt not cat: in the Day thou 


eateft thereof thou ſhalt ſurely die. Gen. ii. 17. 
And the Serpent ſaid unto the Woman, ye 


ſhall not die. chap. 11.4. And the Woman 


being decerved did eat. 1 Tim. 11. 14. and 


Wu 6. 


ver. 14. 


moman. ver. 1 5. 3 
7 9 7 of Prayer, art V 5. 24. rage 26. 


Save unto ber Huſband and be did eat. Gen. 


And the Lord GOD ſaid unto the Serpent, 
Berauſe thou haſt done this, thou art curſed— 
Duſt thou ſhalt eat all the Days * thy 1. ife. 


And I will put enmity between thee and the 2 


— —— 
4 


[48 ] 
Unto the Woman be ſaid, I will greatly 
multiply thy Sorrow and (that is, in) thy Con- 


ception. ver. 16. 
And unto Adam he ſaid, beak. Haw. haſt 
eaten of the Tree, curſed is the Ground for thy 


Sake: in Sorrow ſhalt thou eat of it all the 
Days of thy Life. ver. 17. 


Duſt thou art, and unts Du thou aal 


return. ver. 1 9. 


Can any Man read this, and affirm, 
e Gop did not inflift the leaſt Puniſhment of 
any kind, either on Eve or Adam, or the 
Serpent! ?” With what Eyes or Underſtand- 


ing then muſt he read? 


But you ſay, All that came on . 
was implied in what he choſe to himſelf*,” 
It was. He choſe it to himſelf in the ſame 


| Senſe, that he who robs chuſes to be hang- 


ed. But this does not at all prove, that the 
Death that one or the other aliens: 15 no 
Puniſhment. 


You, go on. © F ire and Brim bone, or 


Manna rained 0 on the Earth, are only one 
and the. ſame Love. It was tle fame Love 
that preſerved Neah, burnt up Sodom, and 


overwhelmed Pharaoh 1 in the red Sea *, A 


- Page 25. «Spirit of Lo Part II p 72. Page 78. 
N | Surly 


„„ 

Surely nothing can equal this, unleſs you 
add, (which indeed you muſt do, to be 
conſiſtent with yourſelf ) It is one and tbe 
fame Love which will ſay, Come ye bleſſed, 
and depart ye curſed into everlaſting Fire.” 

You add, Whom the Lord loveth he 
chaſtneth. Here you have Gop's own Word 
for it, nothing but his Love chaſtneth.” We 
know his Love chaſtneth his Children. Of 
thoſe only Gop is ſpeaking here, as appears 
from the latter Clauſe of the Sentence. 

And yet we cannot ſay even as to them, 
It is nothing but his Live. It is Mercy mixt 
with Juſtice. FE 00 

You cite one Text more. Ames iv. 0: 
wa Pave ſmitten you; yet Pave ye not returned 
to me,” and ſay, Now how is it poſlible 
for Words to give ſtronger Proof *?” 
Proof of what? Not that Gop did not 
puniſh them; but that in the midſt of Wrath 
he e Mercy. 

To theſe Texts of Scr ititurelwhide enough 
af the Point) you ſubjoin, The Doctrine 
of Atonement made by Chr it, is the ſtrong 
eſt Demonſtration, that the Wrath to be 
atoned, cannot be in Gone.” Who talks of 
Wrath to be atoned? The Wrath to be atoned 
Page 81. v Ibid. Page 85. : 
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| Zeph. lll. 5. 


(H] 
is neither Senſe nor Engliſb; tho it is a 


Soleciſm you perpetually run into: (I hope 


not on purpoſe to puzzle the Cauſe) That 
the Sin to be atoned cannot be in Gap we 


all allow ; but it does not affect the = 


Queſtion. 
Once more, to ſilence all Contradidtion 


at once, to ſtop the Mouths of all Gain- 


ſayers, you ſay, This (that there is no 


Anger, no vindictive Juſtice in Gon) is no 


Puniſhment at all inflicted by him, is open- 


ly aſſerted, conſtantly affirmed and repeat- 


ed in the plaineſt Letter of Scripture.” * 
Whether this, or the very Reverſe is true, 
will appear, from a few out of numberleſs 


Texts, which I ſhall barely ſet down, with- 
out any Comment, and leave to your cool 
Conſideration. 


You ſay, I. There is no vindictive, 
avenging, or punitive Juſtice in Gop : II. 
There is no Wrath or Anger in Gop. III. 


Gop inflicts no Puniſbment on any Crea- 
ture, neither in this World, nor that to 
come. 


Gop ſays, 
I. The * Lord is in the mig of yo 


| A 15: | 


| ce 


L $7 ] 
Juſtice and Fudgment are the Habi zati on 
of thy Throne. Pſa. Ixxxix. 14. 
Milt thou condemn bim that ts 1 juſt ? 
Job xxxiv. 17, 


Heis excellent in Power, and n fan of 


Juice. Job xxxvil. 23. 
Juſt and true are thy Ways, OKing of Saints. 
Rev. xv. 3. 
. Thou art "Wy in all that is brought * Us. 
Neh. ix. 33. 
There is no GOD beſ de me, a 2 GOD 
and a Savieur. Iſai. xlv. 21. 
Whom GOD bath ſet forth, that he might be 
2 and the Juſtiſier of him that believetb in 
Jeſus. Rom. iii. 25, 26. 
II. The Lord heard their M. ord, and was 
wroth. Deut. i. 34. 
be Lord was wroth with me for yourSakes, 
ch. 111. 26. 
| { wwas wroth with my People Ifai. xlvii. 6. 
For his n Las wroth, ch. Ivi. 
17. 
And the Anger of the Lind Was « kindled 
San 1/raet. Num. xxv. 3. 
Hi Wrath is againſ# them that u 
Fu Ezra viii. 22. 
Thou art very wroth EY Us, Lam. v. 20. 
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11 | 
Thou art wroth, for we Pave finned. Ifai. 
Ixiv. ©; 
N bo may ſtand in thy Sight, when thou art 
angry? Pſ. Ixxvi. 7. 
I have mingled my Drink with weeping, 
becauſe of thine Indignation, and thy Wrath. 


Pſ. cii. , 10. 


4.4 In my Wrath J note thee. Iſa. 1x. 10. 

4 He hath viſſted in his Anger. Job xxxv. 15. 

wh GOD diſiributetb Sorrow in his Anger. ch. 

! Axii. 17. 

+ T have ſeen Affittion by theRod of his Wrath. 

1 Lam. iii. 1. 

7 I fware in my Wrath, they ſhall not enter 
15 into my Reſt. Pſa. xlcv. 11. 

4] He caſteth upon them the Frercenefs f Fl 

| Anger, Wrath, and Indignation—He made 

| 2 Way to his Anger, he ſpared not their Soul 
BY from Death. Pf. Ixxviii. 49, 50. 

| i 1 At Das Wrath the Earth ſhall tremble. Jer. 
WA X. 10. | 

| | | The Land 15 4 ſlate becauſe of his Anger: BO 
_ Ch. xxv. 38. 
= By his Anger they are conſumed. Job iv. 9 

[| i | The Lord hall fwallowthem up in bieWrath, 

; = and the Fire ſhall devour them. Pla. xx1. . 
= The Lord turned not from bis Wrath. 


| | e Wnge XXI11. 26. 


For 


1 


For all this bis Anger is not turned away, 
but his Hand is flretched out flill. Iſa. v. 25. 

The Lord is flow to Anger, and of great 
Kindneſs ; 3 he will not always chide, neither 
 keepeth he bis Anger for ever. Pſa. cul. 8, 9. 

The Lord turned from the Fi * of his 
Anger. Feſh. vii. 26. 

In Wrath remember Mercy. Hab. li. 2. 


Tho' thou waſt angry, thine An ger 7s turned 
away. Iſa. x1. 1. 


Many a Time zurned he his Anger away. 
Pla. beevii 38. | 
III. Til puniſh the World for their Evil, 
and the Wicked for their Iniquity. Iſa. xiti. 11. 
Behold the Lord cometh to puniſh the Inha- 
bitants of the Earth 880 their Iniguicy. Tm 
n 
Is not Deſtruction to ths Wicked, and a 
range Puniſhment to the Workers of Iniquity? 
Job xxxi. 3. 
I will puniſh you according to the Fruit Y 
your Doings. Jer. xxi. 14. 


1 will puniſh you for all your Tuiguities 
Amos ili. 2. 5 

Tf you will not hearken unto me, Ts Twilt 
puniſh you ſeven Trmes more for Jour Sins, 
Lev. XXV1, 1 8. 


. D 3 T will 


[ 34 ] 
I will puniſh all that opprefs them, Iſa. 


XXX. 20. 


Now which am I to Refirvey God or 
Man? 

3. Vour miſcrable Philoſophy leads you, 
in the third Place, totally to deny the Setip- 


ture Doctrine of Juſtification, Indeed you 


do not appear to have the leaſt Conception 


of the Matter; no, not even to know what 


the Term e eee means. nnn, 


ty you affirm, 


« Salvation (which as all Divines agree, 


includes both Fuf:fication and Santification) 
2s nothing elſe but to be made like Chrift*.” 


* Regeneration 1s the whole of Man's 


Salvationꝰ. 


4 Redemption is nothing elſe but the Life 
of Gop in the Soul. 
The one only Work of Chriſt as your 


Redeemer 1s, to raiſe into Life the ſmother d 


| Spatk of Heaven in you *, 


« He is our Atonement and n 5 


with Gop, becauſe by him we are ſet again 
in our firſt State of Holineſs. 


. Spirit of Prayer, part I. p to d Part IT. p. 37. 
© Part I. p. 79. Spiri Love, Part WH. p-. 45: 
Fart l. P. 10. 


„ The 


[ 38 J 
„ The Atonement of the Divine Wrath or 


Juſtice” (a wretched Soleciſm, on which 
your whole Reaſoning for ſeveral Pages is 
built) and the extinguiſhing of Sin in 
the Creature, are only 3 Expreſſions 
of tbe ſame Thing.” (Nay the former is an 
Expreſſion of nothing ; It is flat Non- 
ſenſe ). | 
« All that Chriſt does as an Atonement, 
has no other Operation but that of renew- 
ing the fallen Nature of Mans.” 
| Here are ſeven peremptory Aſſertions. 
But till they are fully proved, I cannot give | 
up my Bible. 
But you grow bolder and bolder ; and | 
ſay, © The Satisfaction of Chriſt is repre- 
ſented in all our Syſtems of Divinity, as a 
Satisfaction made to God, and the Suffer- 
ings and Death of Chriſt; as that which 
could only avail with Gon to have Mercy 
on Man. Nay, what is till worſe, if poſſible, 
the Ground and Nature and Efficacy of this 
great Tranſaction between Gap and Man, 
is often explained by Debtor and Cred:tor - 
Man as having contracted a Debt with 
GOD, which be could not pay, and GOD as 
rien. EE. 
R biaving 


L 36 ] 
having à Ni on to riff pon the Payment of 
* 
« There 1 is no Wrath in Gov, no fiftitious 
Atonement, no Poll 4 of” Debtor and Credi- 


. 


ZOF « 

What is fill worſe, if poſſible! Folly 
of Debtor and Creditor!” Surely I would 
not have ſpoken thus, unleſs I had been 
above the Son of Gop. 

After this manner pray ye, Forgive us our 
Debts, as we ef nd. Gin our Debtors. Matt. . 
95 . 

And Feſus d 7 * was a certain Credi- 
tor which had two Debtors. Luke vii. 41. 

The kingdom of Heaven is liken'd to a King 
ab 550 take account of his Servants. And 
one Was brought- unto him, who owed him ten 
thouſand Talents. But for as much as be had 
not 10 pay, his Lord commanded him to be fold 
and all that he had: 'The Servant fell down, 
ſaying, Lord, have Patience with me. | And 
hrs Lord was moved with Compaſſion, and for- 
gat him the Debt. Vet afterwards, on his 
Unmercifulneſs to his F ellow-ſervant, he 
retracted that Forgiveneſs. And delivertd 
him to the Tormentors till he ſhould Pay all that 
Spirit of Love, Part II. p. 91. e 19h; 5461.7. - 

Nin a Tv 3 "oor 


[371] 
was due unto him. So likewiſe ſhall my hea- 
venly Father do unto you alſo, if you from your 
Heart forgive not every one bis Brother their 
Treſpaſſes. Matt. xviii. 23, &c. 

Is not Man here repreſented, as having 
contracted a Debt with GOD, which he cannot 
pay? And GOD as having, nevertheleſs, 2 
Right to infift upon the Payment of it ? And 
a Right, if he hath not to pay, of delivering 
him to the Tormentors? And is it not ex- 
preſsly aſſerted, That Gop will, in ſome 
Caſes, claim this Right, and ule it to the 
uttermoſt? Upon whom then lights this 
Imputation of Folly, and of what is ill 
worſe? Lord, lay not this Sin to their Charge! 
Forgive chem, for they know not what they 
do. 
But if the Son of 2 did not die, to 
atone for our Sins, what did he die for? 

You anſwer, © he died, 

4 &/%:T0 extingutſh our own Hell within 
us. 
Nay, the Scripture repreſents this, not as 
* Firſt, but the Second End of his Death. 
« To ſbew that he was above the 
World, Death, Hell and Satan *: 
2 Spirit of Pra er, Part II. p. 139. P. „1 1. 
? Spirit of Prayer, Part I p. 150. E . 
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RT] 
Where is it written, That he died for 
this End? Could he not have done this, 


without dying at all? 


“His Death was the only Poſſible way 


of overcoming all the Evil chat was in fall- 
en Mans,” 


This is true,: ſuppoſing he atoned for 
our Sins. But if this Suppoſition be not 
made, his Death was not the only pofible 
way, Whereby the Almighty could have 
7 all things. 

. © Through this he ger Power, to give 
the ſame Victory to all his Brethren of the 
Human Race ©.” 

Had he not this Power before? other- 
wiſe, How was He i div. He that is; GOD 


over all; bleſſed for ever? 


If Chriſt died for no other End Gan 


theſe what need was there of his being 
more than a Creature? 


As you ſeem never fo have employed 


by your Thoughts on Juſtification or Redem- 
Prien, in the Seripture-Senſe, I beg leave 


to ſubjoin a plain account thereof, wrote 


by a Woman of the lat Oye _ 


« P. 129 *P. 132. 


7 39 } 
„ Chriſt ® hath ran th cht 
to eternal Life by his Satisfaction and Me- 
Tits alone. Neither our Repentance, nor 
Amendment, can be any Satisfaction for 


Sin. It is only through his blood that we 


have redemption. Eph. i. 7. This alone cleanſ- 
eth us from all fin. 1 John i. 7. And here- 
in was the love of GOD manifeſted towards, 
us, that be be ſent his Son to be the propitiation 
for our Sins, 1 John iv, 9, 10. So was the 
LORD our Righteouſneſs. Jer. xx. 6. with- 
out which we could not have been juſtifi- 
ed, As man owed his Creator the periekt b 
Obedience of his whole Life, or a Puniſnj- 
ment proportioned to his Tranſgreſſion, it 
was impoſſible he could ſatisfy Him, by a 
partial and imperfect Obedience. Neither 
could he merit any thing from Him, to 
whom he owed all things. There was need 
therefore of a Mediator, who could repair 
the immenſe Wrong they had done to the 
Divine Majeſty, ſatisfy the Supreme Judge, 
who had pronounced the Sentence of Death 
againſt the Tranſgreſſors of his Law, ſuf- 
fet in the Place of his people, and merit bor 


1 3 Marie d 6 Rushagle Par: II. p. 18, ke. 
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the Debt, of rg from the Death of Sin, _ 


[ 6 ] 
them Pardon, Holineſs, and Glory. Ac- 
cordingly he gave himſelf a ranſom for all, 
1 Tim. 11. 6. and by himſelf purged our Sins. 
Heb. i. 3. He loved us, and gave himſelf for 
= an offering and a ſacrifice to GOD. Eph. 

So we read, Gop raiſed him from 


the ied who was deltwered for our Offences, 


and raiſed again for our Juſtification: Be- 
cauſe.our Surety's being diſcharged, by the 
Will and Act of the Judge himſelf, is a full 


3 that he has paid our whole Debt... 
2. © Nor is there any more ſure way to 


ws instutzon of Chriſt, than Faith in Chriſt 
crucified, in him who ſuffered for us, leav- 
ing us an Example; that we might tread in 
his ſteps : who died for us, while we were yet 


Enemies, that we might be 7u/:fred by his 


blood. Rom. v. 9. Yet it is true this Doc- 
trine finds no place in thoſe who are proud 
of Heart, who love their own Reaſonings, 


and have no taſte for the ſincere Milk of the 
Word. But it is precious to them who feel 


the weight of their Sins, who know they 
are by nature children of wrath, and at the 


ſame time utterly incapable either of paying 


of 


12 
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of conquering themſelves, the World and 


the Devil, or of meriting eternal Life.” 
3. The Origin and Cauſe of our Redem- 
ption is, The ineffable Love of Gop the 


Father, who willed to redeem us by the 
Blood of his own Son. The Grace of the 


Son, who freely took our Curſe upon him, 
and imparts his Bleſſing and Merits to us: 


And the Holy Spirit who communicates the 


Love of the Father, and the Grace of the 
Son to our Hearts. 


„ When we ſpeak of this, and of the 


Satisfaction of Chriſt, we ſpeak of the in- 


moſt Myſtery of the Chriſtian Faith. 


Therefore all the Inventions of Men ought 


now to be kept at the utmoſt diſtance: Nor 


can any thing certain be eſtabliſhed, with- 


out the expreſs Authority of Scripture. 
And herein is offered firſt to our Conſider- 
ation, the only begotten Son of Gon, as 


the Head of the Redeemed, the righteous Ser- 
vant of Gop, who by the Knowledge of him- 


ſelf fall uſtify many. Iſa. li. 11. Him Gob 
hath conſtituted the Surety of that better Co- 
venant. Heb. vii. 22. the eee of Grace. 
And how clearly is his Execution of this 


Office deſcribed | in the fifty-third Chapter 


of 


[ 62 ] 
of Iſaiab ? Where the Prophet deſeribes 
him as bearing our Griefs, or Sins, and car- 
vying our Sorrows. v. 4. All ue, ſays he, 
like ſbeep have gone aſtray, we have turned 
every one t0 his own way; and the LORD 
bath laid on him the iniquity of us all. v. 6, 
All Mankind have forſaken GO p, and 
placed their own Will upon his Throne, 
and fo were liable to the higheſt Puniſh- 
ment, when the Mediator voluntarily in- 
terpoſed himſelf between them and the juſt 
Judge. And the incomprehenſible Love 
of Gop that he might ſpare them, ſpared 
not his own Son. This is ſhewn in thoſe 
Words, The LORD hath laid on him the 
| iniquity of us all. It was on this Account 
that he was oppreſſed and affiified; and 
brought as a Lamb to the Slaughter. v. 7. 
while Gop made him to be ſin for us, who 
knew no fin, that we might be made the righ- 
teouſneſs of GOD in him. 2 Cor. v. 21. This 
is expreſt in the th and 1oth verſes —He 
| had done no violence, nor was any deceit in his 
mouth, Yet it pleaſed the LORD to bruiſe 
him, when he made his foul an offering for 
fm. How exactly do his own words agree 
wih theſe ? J om the good Shepherd, and F 
8 lay 


1 0 1 


lay down my life for the ſheep. John x. 14,15. 


For them was be taken from priſon and from 
judgment, and cut off out of the land of 
the living. v. 8. How doth Gop herein com- 
mend bis love towards us, in delivering up his 


own Son to die for us? Yea, Gon was pleaſe 


ed with bruiſing him, when cloathed with 


our fleſh, and bearing our Sins, he mani- 


feſted to Angels and Men his infinite Love 
of Divine Tuftice, 'till being made obedient 


unto death, even the death of the arg he ſa- 


tisfied its utmoſt Demand. 


It was then Gon pas plæaſed to bruiſe him, 5 
when he made his ſoul an offering for fin. He 
then appeared before the Judge of all, un- 


der the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh, and for fin, as 
the Apoſtle ſpeaks. And therefore Gop 


was pleaſed ts condemn fin in the fleſh, Rom. 


VL 3, 4. to bruiſe him who ſuſtained the f 


Perſon of Sinners. But this was only 
the Prelude of a glorious Victory. There- 
fore the Prophet adds, He ſhall ſee bis ſeed, 
be ſhall prolong his days, and the Pleaſure of 


| the LORD ſhall proſper in bis hand, v. Io. Af- 
der repeating, v.11. the Sum of all, He ſhall 
bear their iniguities, he ſubjoins the Cauſe = 


of his _— v. 12. drauf be poured out 


bis 
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[ 64 ] 
his foul unto death, and was numbered with 
the trangreſſors : for be bore the fin of many, 


and made interceſſion for the tranſgreſſors. 


« The fifth verſe, of which I have not 
yet ſpoken, renders this great Truth ſtill 
more evident. He was wounded for our 


tranſgreſſions, he was bruiſed for our iniqui- 


ties: the cbaſtiſement of our peace was upon 


bim, and by his flripes we are healed. He 


loved his own Body leſs than his myſtical | 
Body the Church, and therefore gave the 

former for the latter, fo redeem and purchaſe 
it with bis own blood, by paying himſelf as 
a ranſom for it. Hereby zuiling the hand- 
writing which was againſt us to his Croſs, he 

took it out of rhe "00y, - and ſo became our 


5 ": ty 


oe Fr om all which | the appear 8, that 


Chi iſt was not only a Pattern, but firſt and 
principally the Surety of the New Cove- 


nant, yea, a Sacrifice and a Victim, for 
the ſins of his People; whom GOD hath ſet 
forth to be a propitiation, through faith in his 


Blood. Rom. iii. 25. And that precious Sa- 
crifice offered on the Croſs, is the very Cen- 
ter and Marrow of the Goſpel. To that 
one a lads, w hereby our great High-prieſt 5 
8 


hath | 


WG 
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kath per fefted for ever them that are ſand?i- 
feed, Heb. x. 14. all the antient Sacrifices 
referred, as well as numberleſs other Types 
and Figures. All theſe, ſays the Apoſtle, 
were ſhadows of things to come, but the body 


zs Chriſt, Col. ii. 17 


He it was, who not 


Ey the blood of bulls. and goats, but by his own 


blood entered into the Holiefl, having obtained 


eternal redemption for us, Heb. xi. 12. In 


conſequence of this we are accepted, thro 


{he offering of the body of Cbriſt once for all, 


c. x. 10. In all the antient Types and Fi- 
gures, without ſhedding of blood, there was 
uo remiſſion : Which was intended to ſhew, 


there never could be any, without the 


Blood of the great Antetype: without that 
Grand, Propitiotary Sacrifice, which (like 


the Figure of it) was to be offered without 


the Gate. 
« Indeed the whole Worſhip of the Old 


Teſtament teaches nothing elſe but the Sa- 
tisfaftion made by the blood of Chriſt, and 


our Reconciliation with Gop thereby: 


Hence he is ſtiled The Lamb of GOD 
that taketh away the fin of the world; with 
a View to the Paſchal Lamb and the other 


Lambs that were offered in Sacrifice: on : 


E A which 


| 66 . 
which account the Inhabitants of Nas 
likewiſe give glory and ſug @ new ſong, be- 
cauſe he bath redeemed them unto GOD by bis 

blogg, out of every tribe and tongue * 6 | 
ans nation, Rev. v. gf 
g. To this Wire be added the numerous 
Figures that occur in the Lives of the old 
Patriarchs, Prophets and Kings. But it mag 
ſuffice to add to che precedi ing only two Teſ- 
timonies more of the manner of our Re- 
demption by a proper Sacrifice: The one, 
that of St. Paul, Chriſt bath delivered us from 
the curſe of the law, being mage à curſe for us; 
4s it is written, curſed i is every. one that hang- 
» eth on 4 tree, Gal. iii. 13. The other, of 
St. Peter, Wha himſelf bere our Sins, in his 
own body on the tree, 1 Pet. ii. 24. From 
all this, abundantly appears, the Subſtitu- 
tion of the Meſſiah in the Place of his 
People, thereby atoning for their Sins, and 
reſtoring them to the Favour of Gop.. 
< Theſe are the points which are fo ve- 
hemently oppoſed, by Socinus and his Fol- 
- lowers; who rob Chriſt of. the principal 
Part of his prieſtly Office, and leave him 
only that of interceding for us by Prayer: 
ms if any Inter _ N of Chriſt, 
att, * ; Which. 


[ 6 ] . 
which had not his full Sarisfa#ion arid propi- 
diatory Sacrifice for its Foundation. Indeed 
theſe cannot be put aſunder, as age "| 
appears from the Words cited before, 
bore the fin of many, and made interceſſion for 
the tranſgreſſors : where the Holy Ghoſt | 
cloſely j joins his Interceſſion, with his Sa- 
tisfaction made by Sacrifice. Theſe and a 
thouſand other ſolid Arguments that might 
be advanced in proof of this fundamental 
Doctrine, overturn all the Cavils which 
flow from corrupt Reaſon, which indeed 
are weak and thin as a Spider's Web.” 
I have dwelt the longer on this Head, 
| becauſe of its inexpreſſible Moment. For 
whether or no the Doctrine of Juſtification 
by Faith be, as all Proteſtants thought at 
the time of the Reformation, 4rticulus flun- 
tis vel cudentis Ectliſæ, a Doctrine without 
which there can be no Chriſtian Church: Moſt 
| certainly there can be none, where the 
whole Notion of Juſtification i is ridiculed and 


exploded: Unleſs it be ſuch a Church as 


includes, aceording to your Account, eve- 
ry Child of Man: Of which conſequently 
Turks, Deiſts and Pagans are as real Mem- 
bers, as the 9 pious Chriſtian under the 
E 2 e 
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Sun. 1 cannot but obſerve, that this is 


the very Eſſence of Deiſm: No ſerious In- 


fidel need contend for more. I would there-) 


fore no more ſet one of this Opinion to 


convert Deiſts, than I would let a Turk to 
convert Mahometans. 


4. As every one that is ;uſtificd i is born of 


GOD, I am naturally led to conſider in the 


next Place (fo far as it is delivered in the | 


Tracts now before us) . Doctrine of the 


New Birth. 


« In the Day that Adam eat of the Tree: 
he died: that i s, his heavenly Spirit, with its 


heavenly Body, were extinguiſhed. To 


make that heavenly Spirit and Body to be 


alive again in Man, this 1s Regeneration”. ” 
O no; "this 3 is not; nor any thing like it. 


This is the poor, unſcriptural Dream of a 
heated Imagination. 


See the true Reaſon why only the Son 


J of God could be cur Redeemer. Tt is becauſe 
he alone could be able to bring to life again 


that celeſtial Spirit and Body which hat 5 
e in Adam.” 


Not ſo: But he 35505 could be our 
Redeemer, becauſe he alone, © by that one 
Oblation of himſelf once offered, could 
| 2 $p, Pr. P. I. p. 9. * > Ibid. | 1 
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make a ſufficient Sacrifice, and Sati faction 
for the Sins of the whole World. 
dee alſo why a Man muſt be born again 
of Water and of the Spirit. He muſt be born 
again of the Spirit, becauſe Adam's heavenly 
Spirit was loi” Nay, but becauſe Adam 
had % the inward Image of GOD, wherein 
he was created, And no leſs than the Al- 
mighty Spirit of Gap, could renew that 
Image in his Soul. 


He muſt be bern of Water, becauſe. that 
beavenhy Body which Adam loſt, was formed 


out of the Heavenly Materiality, which is 
cal ed Water“. 


Vain Philoſophy ! The plain Meaning of 


; the Expreſſion, Except a Man be born of 


Mater, is neither more nor leſs than this, 


Except he be baptized. And the plain Rea- 


ſon why he ought to be thus born of Water 


is becauſe God hath appointed it. He 


-hath appointed it, as an outward and in- 
. viſible Sign of an inward and ſpiritual 


Grace: Which Grace is, © a Death unto 


Sin, and a New Birth unto Righteouſneſs,” 


The Neceſſity of our regaining our furjt 
beavenly Body, is the Neceſſity” (1 elne 


| © Ibid. « Ibid. | . bo 
M 2 


„ 
you mean, the Ground of the Neceſſity) 
of our cating the Body and Blood of 
Chriſt. T 
Neither can! Were this, til 1 nd it in 

the Bible. I am there taught to believe, 
That our . ſpiritually receiving the Body 
and Blood of Chriſt, which is moſt emi- 
nently done in the Lord's Supper, is neceſ- 
ſary to © ſtrengthen and refreſh our Souls, 
as our Bodies are by theBread and Wine,” 
1 The Neceſſity of having again our 
firſt heavenly Spirit is ſhewn, by the Neceſ- 
ſity of our veg os as with the Holy 
f Ghoſt Fr 
No. That we muft- be baptized with the 
Holy Ghef, implies this and no more, That | 
we cannot be renewed in Righteouſneſs and 
true Holineſs, any otherwiſe than by bear 
over-ſhadowed, e animated by 
that bleſſed Spirit. 1 5 
e Our Pall 18 nothing elſe but the falling 
of our Soul from its heavenly Body and Spi- 
rit, into a beſtial Body and Spirit. Our 
Redemption (you mean, aur New Birth) is 
nothing elſe but the _— our 4 * : 
tb ww and. Body.” | : 
„ [TOY 
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What an account is here of tlie Chri- 
ſtian Redemption? How would Dr. Tinda! 


have ſmiled at this? Where you ſay, Re- 
demption is nothing elſe, hut the Life of Go 
in the Soul, you allow an eſſential Part of 
it. But here, you allow it to be nothing 
elſe but that which is no Part of it at all: 


Nothing elſe but a Whim, a Madman's 


Dream, a Chimera, a mere Non-efntity ! 
This (Angelic Spirit and Body) © in 


Scripture is called our New or toward. 


Man k,“ 


The inward Man in Sdriptine 1 means one 
thing, the New Man, another. The former 


means, the Mind oppoſed to the Body: Tho 


our outward Man, our Body, periſh, yet the 


inward Man, the Mind or Soul, is renewed 


Day by Day. 2 Cor. iv. 26. The latter means 


Univerſal Holineſs : Put off the old Man which 
2s corrupt; and put on the New Man, which 
after GOD ts created in Rigbteouſneſi and 
true Hohneſs. Eph. iv. 22, 24. But neither 


does the one nor the other ever mean, 6 


« This angelic Spirit and Body.” 


Fou yourſelf know better, what the New 
Birth 1 is. Lou deſcribe it better, though 


bid. 


W 


1.98] 


(ill with amazing Queerneſs of Language, 


where you ſay, 


Man hath the Light and Water of an 
outward Nature, to quench the Wrath of 
his own Life, and the Light and Meekneſs 
of Chriſt, as a Seed born in him, to bring 
forth anew the Image of Gop.“ 

But it is not ſtrange, that you ſpeak ſo 
confuſedly and darkly, as you generally do, 
of the New Birth, ſeeing you have no con- 
ception at all of that Faith, whereby we 


are born again. 


This abundantly appears from your 


frank Declaration, We are neither ſaved 
by Faith nor by Works.“ Flatly contrary 


to the Declaration of St. Paul, By Grace 
we are ſaved through Faith : And from your 


other Declaration, Faith and Works are 
only preparatory to the New Birth: Flatly 
contrary to the Declaration of St. , 


 Whoſoever believeth is born of GOD. 


To put the matter out of Apute, you 


declare that you mean by Faith, 6 : Defre 
to be one with Chriſt. “ 


Again. $6 The awe of turning to Gon 


'Spiri af bo er, Part 1 p. 36. « Ibid, 'Par I. p. 50. 
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is thecoming of Chriſt into the Soul. Ti his 
Faith will ſave thee ©.” 


So-in your Judgment, Saving Paith is, cc a 
Deſire of coming to Gop, or of being one 


with Chriſt.” J know the contrary from 


Experience. I had this Defire many Years 
before I even knew what a F lth 
Was. 

Faith is ſo far ts om being only this Defire 
that is no Defire at all. It differs from all 


Deſire, tota genere, although doubtleſs all 


good Defires accompany 1t. It 1s, according 
to St. Paul, An epelyos, an Evidence or Con- 


viction (which is totally different from a 


Deſire) of Things not ſeen : A ſupernatural, 
a divine Evidence and Conviction of the 
things which Gop hath revealed in his 

Word: Of this in particular, that the Son 


- Gop hath loved me and given himſelf for 


me. Whoſoever hath this Faith 1s born of 
GOD. Whoſoever thus believeth is ſaved ; 
and if he endure therein 40 the end, JO be 
"_ everlaſtingly. 


The Proceſs of this Work in the Soul of the 5 


.preſent Salvation which 1s through Faith, 
you likewiſe deſeribe confuſedly and obſcure- 

0 The Sum of what you ſay is this: 
N o Page 76. 81 
The 
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The painful Senſe of what you are, 
kindled into a working State of Senfibility by 
the Light of Gop, is the Light and Fire 
from whence the Spirit of Prayer proceeds. 
In its firſt kindling nothing is ns, but 
Pain, Wrath, and Darkneſs. And there- 
fore its firſt Prayer is all Humility.” 
Would it not be more intelligible, if one 
had ſaid, The convincing Spirit of Gop, 
gives you to ſee and feel, that you are a 
poor, undone, guilty, helpleſs Sinner. At 
the ſame time, he incites you to cry for 
help, who is mighty to ſave.” Thus is true. 
But it is not true, that in the fir? kindling of 
this Fire, in plain terms, during the firſt 
Convictions, nothing is found but Pain, 
Mratb, and Darkneſs.” Very often there 
are found even in the firſt Conviction, ſweet 
Gleams of Light, Touches of Joy, of Hope, 
and of Tove, mixt with Sorrow and Fear. 
Much leſs is it true, that the firf Prayer of 
an awakening Sinner is all Humility", On 
the contrary, a Sinner newly awakened, 
has always more or leſs Confidence in him- 


ſelf, in what he 5s, or bas, or does, and will do; 
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which is not Humility, but downright Pride. 
And this mingles itſelf with all his Prayer, 


5 K SP. of Prayer, Part II. p- 172. 1 0 Ibid. Wh 


1751 
till the Day-ſtar is juſt. riſing in his 
Heart, 


You add, 0 This Prayer is met by the 


Divine Love, and changed into Hymns and 
Songs and Thankſgrvings',” It is ſo, when 
being juſtified by Faith, we have Peace with 
GOD through eur Lord Feſus Chrift, © This 
State of Fervour melts away all earthly 

Paſſions and Affections, and leaves no In- 
clination in the Soul, but to delight in 


Go alone. It is certain, this is the ge- 1 
nine Effect of the Love of God ſhed abroad i! 
in the Heart; which Expreſſion of St. Paul, # 
I fuppoſe means the ſame with 4b:s State of 10 
Feruor. Then its Prayer changes again, | 
and continually ſtands in Fulzeſs of Faith, j! 
in Purity of Love, in ebſolute. Reſignation, a 
to do and be what and how his Beloved |) 
pleaſeth. This is the laſt State of the Spi- jt 
rit of Prayer, and is our high Union wid "> 
60, in this Life”. 4 


Aſſuredh it is: Fulneſs of F aith, bebold- 
ing with open Face the Glory of the Lord, 
Purity of Love, free. from . Mixture of 
its contrary, yielding the whole Heart to 
80; abſolute Rehignation, excluding every 
Page 7. Ibid. * 173. 
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degree of Self-will , ſacrificing every Thought 
Word and Work to Gop. But do we 
change directly, from our Firſt Love, into 
the higheſt Union with Gop? Surely not. 
There is an intermediate State between that 
of Babes in Chriſt, and that of Fathers. 
Vou yourſelf are very ſenſible there is; al- 
; though you here ſpeak as if they were 
not. 
You go on. people Who have lone 
dwelt in this Fervor, are frighted when 
 Coldneſs ſeizes upon them: that is, when 
they loſe it, when their Love grows cold. 
And certainly, well they may, if this Fer- 
vor was to bring them to Fulneſs of 
Faith, Purity of Love, and abſolute Reſig- 
nation.“ Well they may be affrighted, if 
that Fervor be loſt, before © it has done its 
Work.“ 
Indeed they might be ie when 
it is not loſt, if that which follows be true. 
* Fervor is good and ought to be loved; 
but Diſtreſ and Coldneſs are better It 
brings the Soul zearer to God than the 
| Fervor did.“ 


W t Page j. 
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1 
The Fervor, you ſaid, © brought the Soul 
to its higheſt Union with Gop in this Life.” 
Can Coldneſs do more? Can it bring us to 
an Union higher than the Higheſt? 
To explain this you ſay, The Fervor 


made the Soul delight in Gop. But it was 


too much an own Delight. It was a fancied 
Self-holineſs, and occaſioned Reſt and Satis- 
faction in itſelf, in a ſprritual Self. Either 
Fervor does bring us to Purity of Love, and 
abſolute Reſignation, or not. To ſay, it does 
not, contradicts what you ſaid before; to ſay 


it does, contradicts what you ſay now. 


For if it does, we cannot ſay, Cldneſs does 
the Work which Terror did, in an 


Degree.” 


I ſhould not inſiſt fo lon g on theſe glaring 
Inconſiſtences, were not the Doctrine you 


are here labouring to ſupport, abſolutely 


inconſiſtent with that of. St. Paul, and na- 


turally productiveof the moſt fatal Conſe- 
quences. St. Paul aſſerts, the preſent. king- 
dom of GOD in the Soul is Righteouſneſs and 
Peace in the Holy Ghoſt. He continually | 
"teaches, That theſe which Gop hath join- 
'ed, Man "_ not to Put aſunder : That 


| ® Ibid, a7” 
. he ' Peace 
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Peace and Foy ſhould never be ſeparated 
from Righteouſneſs, being the Divine Means 
both of preſerving and increaſing i it; and 
that we may, yea, ought to rejoice ever- 
more, till the God of Peace ſanctiſiet us wholly. 
But if theſe 'Things are ſo, then «* Diftreſs 
and Coldneſs are . not better” than fervent 
Love and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt. 
Again. The Doctrine, that is better and 
more profitable for the Soul, to loſe its ſenſe 
of the Love of Gop than to keep it, is not- 
only Unſcriptural, but naturally attended 
with the moſt fatal Conſequences. It di- 
rectly tends ta obſtruct, if not deſtroy the 
Work of Gon in the Heart, by cauſing Men 
to Bleſs themſelves in thoſe Ways, which 
damp the Fervor of their Affections; and 
to imagine they are conſiderably advanced 
in Grace, when they have grieued, yea, 
guenched the Spirit. Nay, but let all who 
now feel the Love of Gop in their Hearts, 
and walk in the Light, as he is in the Light, 
labour by every poſſible means to keepthem- 
ſelves in the Love of GOD. Let them be 
ever fervent in Spirit. Let them 7ejoicd 
= evermore, and ftir up the Gift of Gop, which 
is in them, And * at any time, © Coldneſs 
N 1 ſelzes 


have grieved the Spirit of GQD, Let them 
be affrighted : Let them fear leſt they fink 
lower and lower; yea, into total Deadneſs 
and Hardneſs of Heart. At the Peril of 
their Souls, let them not reſt in Darkneſs, 
but examine themſelves, ſearch out their 
Spirits, cry out vehemently to Gon, and 
not ceaſe till he reſtores the Laght of his 
_ Countenance. 


GT 


[79] 
| ſeizes upon them,” let them be aſſured, they 


F. If this Doctrine of the Proftableneſs 


of Coldneſs above Fervor, directly tends to 

make Believers eaſy, while they are ſliding 
back into Unbehef, you have another which 
tends as directly to make them eaſy who 
never believed at all, I mean, that of Chriſt 
in every Man. What you advance on this 


Head, I deſire next to conſider, as the Im- 


tance of it requires. 


The Bzrth of Chrift is already begun 


in every one. Jeſus is al eady within thee 
| (whoever thou art) wing, firring, calling, 
 bnocking at the Door of thy Heart.” 
ee Every Man has Cbriſi in his Spirit, 


lying there a8 in a State * In Neuf and 
- . Death". * | 


| p of, Par: . "3 4 «Spit of Low, Part II. p. 34. 
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But he is living, for all that. And thaugh | 
in a ſlate of Inſenſibility, he 1s firring calling, 
e at the Door of the Heart | 
Something of Heaven” (you uſe thiPhr aſe 
as equivalent with Chrift) lies in every Soul 
in a State of activity and Death. 
All the holy Nature, Tempers, and 
Spirit of Chriſt, lie hid as a Seed 1 my thy 
Soul“. 

But are they active or unative ! Ph 
and ſtirring, or in a State of Inſenſi 44 and 
Death? 

Thou art poor, and blind, and naked, 
and miſerable, while all the Peace and Joy 
of Gop are within thee*.” 
This is moſt wonderful of all! Are theſe 
within him who is dead in Sin? Who is a 
* Stranger to all that is holy and heaven- 
ly?” If they are, How can he be miſera- 


ble, who has © all the Peace and Joy of 


Gop within him.” Will you ſay, They 
are in him, but he does not feel them ?” 
Nay then, they are not in him. 7 have 
Peace in me, no longer than I feel Peace. 
1 Joy, or I have it not. 


7 Nas 35. 8 Spirit of Prayer, Part I. p Es. "a p. 74. 
TE, ns, © See. 
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« See here the extent of the Catholic 


Oath of Chit! It tiles in alt hs 


World .” 


So Jews, Mahometans, Deiſts, Heathens, 
are all Members of the Church of Chrift ! 
Should we not add Devils too? Seeing theſe 
alſo are to dwell with us in Heeren. 
Poor Sinner, Chriſt dwelleth in the 
Center, the Fund or Bottom of thy Soul.“ 

Exquiſite Nonſenſe | Either the Center, 
the Top or Bottom of a Spirit. 
When Adam fell, this Center of his 
soul became a Priſoner in an ear thly Ani- 


mal. But from the Moment GOD ſpoke 


Chriſt into Adam, all the Treaſures of the 
Divine Nature, the Light and Spirit of 


Soy came again into Man, into tlie Cen- 


ter of his Soul.“ 
I cannot find in the Bible, when that 
was; when GOD ſpoke Chriſt into Adam, 
We come now to the Proofs of theſe 
ſtrong Aſſertions. 


And 1. No Faith could ever begin, un- 


C 23 * 


5 leſs every man had Chrilt 1 in him“. 


"=P. 56. P. 59. . bo, 
-*-."; 3 Spirit of Love, Part II. P. 34. 
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This Propoſition needs juſt as much 
Proof itſelf, as that which it is brought to 
prove. 

2. Unleſs the Remains of the perfect 
Love of Gop were in every Man, it would 
be impoſſible he ſhould ever love Gop at 


MM” 


Why ſo? Cannot Gop give his Love 
this Moment, to one who never loved him 
before? 

3.“ Unleſs Chriſt was hidden in the Soul, 


there could not be the leaſt beginning of 


Man's Salvation, For what could begin to 


defire Heaven, unleſs ſomething of Heaven 


was hid in the Soul ©?” 
What could ? Why any Soul, which had 


nothing but Hell in it before, the Moment 
Grace was infuſed from above. 


4. © The ten Commandments lay hid. 


in Man's Souls.” (How ?) © till called into 
Senſibility by writing them on Stone. Juſt 


ſo Chriſt lies in the Soul, till awakened by 
the Mediatorial Office of the Holy Jeſus *,” 
This is only Aftertion ſtill, _ Proof. 
But what do you mean by The Mediatorial 


CC 
„„ - 


CY - 
Office of Chriſt? And how is “ Chriſt 


awakened by the Mediaterial Ofice of the 


Holy Jeſus ?” 


5. © The Sea cannot be moved by any 
other Wind than that which had its Birth | 


from the Sea itſelf :.“ 


I think, it can. I have ſeen i it © moved 
by a Wind, which had its Birth from the 
Land.” 

6. © The Muſician cannot make his In- 
ſtrument give any other Melody than that 


which les hid in it, as its own Inward 


State v. 


Did the Tune then hie hid in the Trum 
pet, before the Trumpeter blew? And was 


this Tune, or another, or all that ever were 
played on it, the Inward State of the Trum- 
pet? 

« No more can the. Mind have my 
Grief or Joy, but that which is 5 from it- 
Fefe. 

An unhappy Compariſon! For the In- 
ſtrument can have no Melody or Sound at 


all /rom itſelf: And moſt unhappily applied 
to the Operations of Gop upon the Souls 


28 P. 40. | — * p. 42. | P. 43. 
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of Men. For has Gop no more Power 
over my Soul, than I have over a muſical 
Inſtrument ? 

Theſe are your Arguments to prove that 
Chriſt i in every man; a Bleſſing which St. 
Paul thought was peculiar to Believers. He 
ſaid, Chrift is in you, except ye be reprobates 
(Unbelievers) You ſay, Chrift is in you, whe- 
ther ye be Reprobates or no. If any man 
hath not the Spirit of Chriſt, he is none of bis, 

faith the Apoſtle. Yea, but © every man, 
ſaith Mr. Law, hath the Spirit of GOD. The 
Spirit of Chriſt is in every Soul *.” He that 
hath not the Son of GOD hath not life, ſaith 
St. John. But Mr. Law ſaith, Every man 
hath the Son of GOD. Sleep on then ye 
Sons of Belial, and take your reſt: Ye are 
all ſafe : For he that bath the Son hath life. 

There can hardly be any Doctrine under 
Heaven more agreeable to Fleſh and Blood: 
Nor any which more directly tends, to pre- 
vent the very Dawn of Conviction, or at 
leaſt to hinder its deepening in the Soul, 

and coming to a found Iſſue. None more 
naturally tends to keep Men aſleep in Sin, 
and to lull afleep thoſe who * to be 

b $iri of Pr. P; J. b. 0 
1 5 
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awakened. Only perſuade one of this; 


e Chrift is already in thy Heart; Thou haſt 


now the Inſpiration of his Spirit: All the 


Peace and Joy of Gop are within thee, yea, 


all the Holy Nature, Tempers, and Spirit of 
Chriſt:“ And you need do no more: The 


Siren-Song quiets all his Sorrow and Fear. 
As ſoon as you have ſewed this Pillow to his 


| Soul, he inks back into the Sleep of Death. 


VI. But you have made an ample 


Amends for this, by providing ſo ſhort and 


eaſy a Way to Heaven: Not a long, nar- 


row, troubleſome, round about Path, like 


that deſcribed in the Bible: But one that 
will as compendiouſly fave the Soul, as 


Dr. — Pill and Drop heal the Body: A 
Way fo plain, that they who follow it need 


no Bible, no Human Teaching, no Out- 


ward Means whatever; being every one 


able to ſtand alone; every one ſufficient for 


himſelf ! 
The Firſt Step is, 1 o turn wholly 


from yourſelf and to * up yourſelt whol- 
ly unto Go.“ 


If it be, no Fleſh living ſhall be ſaved. 


How grievouſly do we ſtumble at the 
1! Spirit of Prayer, Part II. p. 22. 


BY. | Threſhold? 
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TRAITS, Do you ſeriouſly call this, The 
Firſt Step ? To turn wholly from myſelf, 
and give up myſelf wholly unto Gov”? Am 
I then to ſlep firſt on the higheſt Round of 
the Ladder? Not unleſs you turn it up- 
ſide down. The Way to Heaven wauld be 
ſhort indeed, if the fit and the 4a Step were 
all one: If we were to ſtep as far the Mo- 
ment we ſet out, as we can do till we enter 
into Glory. 
But what do you mean by FR up my 
ſelf to Gop? You anſwer, © Every lincere 
45 and Doeſire after Chriſtian Virtues, is 
giving up yourſelf to Him, and the very 
Perfection KS. 
Far, very far from it; I know from 
the Experience of a thouſand Perſons, 
as well as from Scripture, and the very 
Reaſon of the Thing, That a Man may 
have ſincere Dejires after all theſe, long be- 
fore he attains them. He may fucerely 
Wiſh, to give himſelf up to Gor, long be- 
fore he is able ſo to do. He may deſire this, 
not only before he has the Perfection, but 
before he has any Degree of ſaving Faith. 
More marvellous {till is that which fol- 
i lows, 1 N cu may eaſe ly and immediately, by 
De, e Spirit en ee 
the 
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the mere turning of your Mind, have all 
theſe Virtues, Patience, Mcekneſs, Humi- 
lity, and Reſignation to Goo.“ 
Who may? Not 1. Not you. Not any 
that is born of a Woman : as is proved by 


the daily Experience of all, that know 


what Patience, Meekneſs, or Reſignation 


Faith or not? „I will give you an infallible 
Touchſtone. Retire from all Converſation 
only for a Manth. Neither write, nor read, 
nor debate any thing with yourſelf. Stop 
all the former Workings of your Heart and 


Mind, and ſtand all this Month in Prayer to 


Gop. If your Heart cannot give 1%, up in 
bis manner to Proyer, be fully aſlured you are 
an Infidel ®.” 


If this be ſo, the Tnfidels are a goodly 
Company ! If every man be of that Num- 


ber, who cannot © ſtop all the former 


Workings of his Heart and Mind, and 
ſtand thus in Prayer to Gop for a Month 


together. 
But I would gladly know, By what Au- 


thority you give us this 2. ouchſzone ? A. ad 


. 24% sprit of Prayer, Part 1, p. 163 


But how ſhall I EINE whether I have 
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how you prove it to be infallible? I read 
nothing like it in the Oracles of Gop. I 
cannot find one Word there, of “refrain 
ing from all Converſation, from Writing, 
and Reading for a Month.” (I fear, you 
make no Exception, in favour of Public 
Worſhip, or Reading the Word of Gon.) 
Where does the Bible ſpeak of this? Of 
« ſtopping for a Month, or a Day, all the 


former Workings of my Heart and Mind? 
Of refraining from all Converſe witng 
the Children of Gop, and from reading 
his Word ? It would be no wonder ſhould 


any man make this unſcriptural (if not 
anti-ſcriptural) Experiment, if Satan were 
permitted to work in him 4 frrong Delufion, 


fo that he ſhould believe a lie. 


Nearly related to this Touch-ſtone is 
the Direction which you give elſewhere. 
« Stop all Self- activity; be retired, ſilent, 
paſſive, and humbly attentive to > the inward 
Light 4.” 

But beware 7he light which is in thee be not 
darkneſs ; as it ſurely 1s, if it agree not with 
the law and the teftrmony—< Open thy Heart 
to all its Impreſſions— — If they agree with 5 


. L. Pr. 82. . 
0 the 


6]. 
that truly infallible Touchſtone. Other- 


wiſe regard no Impreſſion of any kind, at 
the Peril of thy Soul — * wholly ſtopping 


the Workings of thy own Reaſon and 
Judgment.” I find no ſuch Advice in the 
Word of Gop, And I fear they who ſtop 


the Workings of their Reaſon, lie the more 
open to the 3 of their Imagina- 


tion. 


There is abundantly endet Danger of 
this when we fancy we have no longer need 
to © be taught of Man.” To this your 


late Writings directly lead. One who ad- 


mires them will be very apt to cry out, I 
have found all that I need know of Gon, 
of Chriſt, of myſelf, of Heaven, of Hell, 
of Sin, of Grace, and of Salvation *.” And 
the rather, , becauſe you yourſelf affirm 
roundly; „when once we apprehend the 


All of Gop, and our own Nothingneſs” 


(which a Man may perſuade himſelf he 


does, 1n leſs than four and twenty Hours) 


it brings a kind of Infallibility into the 
Soul in which itdwells: all that is vain, and 


falſe, and deceitful, is forced to vaniſh and 


fly before it. Agreeably to which you tell 


* fart II. pP 4. 5 Part I. p. 95. 
your 


La 4 


your Convert, © You have no Queſtions to 
_ aſk of any body. And if, notwithſtand- 
ing this, he will aſk, * But how am I to 
keep up the Flame of Love?” You anſwer; 
« I wonder you ſhould want to know this. 
Does a blind, or ſick, or lame Man want 
to know, how he ſhould dere Sight, 
Health, or Limbs"?” No: but he wants 
to know, how he ſhould attain, and how 
he ſhould "keep them. And he who has 
attained the Love of Gop, may ſtill want 
to know, How he ſhall keep it. And he 
may ſtill enquire, May I not take my 
own Paſſions or the Suggeſtions of Evil 
Spirits for the Workings of the Spirit 
of Gor?” To this you anſwer, © Every 
Man knows, when he is governed hy the 
Spirit of Wrath, Envy or Covetouſneſs, as 
eaſily and as certainly as he knows when he 
is hungry ?.” Indeed he does not; neither 
as eaſily, nor as certainly. Without great 
"Care, he may take Wrath to be pious Zeal, 
Envy to be virtuous Emulation ; and Co- 
vetouſneſs to be Chriſtian Prudence, or lau- 
dableFrugality. Now the Knowledge of the 
; Spurit of Gop in — is as perceptible”. 


eSp. of Love, b. IT. p. 218. „ Sp. of Pr. P. II. p. 165. 
wh . 199. 2 
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as Covetouſneſs. Perhaps ſo; for this is 
as difficultly perceptible, as any Temper of 
the Human Soul And liable to no more 
Deluſion” — Indeed it need not: For this is 
liable to ten thouſand Deluſions. 


You add, © His Spirit is more diſtinguiſh- 


able from all other Spirits, than any of 


your natural Affections are from one ano- 
ther *.” Suppoſe Joy and Grief. Is it more 


diſtinguiſhable from all other Spirits, than 


theſe are from one another? Did any Man 


ever miſtake Grief for Joy? No, not from 
the beginning of the World. But did none 
ever miſtake Nature for Grace? Who will 


be ſo hardy as to affirm this? 


But you ſet your Pupil as much above 
the being taught by Books, as being taught 
by Men. Seek, ſay you, for Help no 
other Way, neither from Men, nor Books, 


but wholly leave yourſelf to Gop *.” 
But how can a Man „“ leave himſelf 
a wholly to Gop,” in the total Neglect of his 


Ordinances? The Old Bible way is, To 


leave ourſelves wholly to Gop,” in the 


conſtant Uſe of all the Means he hath or- 


P. 199. enn, 288 P. II. p. 225. 


dained. 


t 1 
dained. And I cannot yet think, the New 
is better, though you are fully perſuaded 
it is. There are two Ways, you ſay, 
of attaining Goodneſs and Virtue; the 
one by Books or the Miniſtry of Men, 
the other by an inward Birth. The 
former is only in order to the latter.“ This 
is moſt true, That all the externals of Re- 
ligion, are in order to the Renewal of our 
Soul in Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs. 
But it is not true, that the External Way is 
one, and the Internal Way, another. There 
is but one Scriptural Way, wherein we re- 
ceive Inward Grace, through the Outward 
Means which Gop hath appointed. 

Some might think that when you ad- 
viſed, © Not to ſeek Help from Books,” 
You did not include the Bible. But you 
clear up this, where you anſwer the Objec- 
tion, of your not eſteeming the Bible e- 
nough. You ſay, How could you more 
magnify John the Baptiſt, than by going 
from his Teaching, to be taught by that 
Chriſt, to whom he directed you? Now 
the Bible can have no other Office or Power, 
than to direct you to Chriſt. How then 
can you more magnify the Bible than * 


going 
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going from its Teaching, to be taught by 


Chriſt ?” So you ſet Chriſt and the Bible in 
flat Oppoſition to each other! And is this 
the Way we are to learn of him ? Nay, but 


we are taught of Him, not by going from 
the Bible, but by keeping cloſe to it. Both 
by the Bible and by Experience we know, 
that his Word and his Spirit act in Con- 
nexion with each other. And thus it is, 
that by Chriſt continually teaching and 


ſtrengthening him through the Scripture, 
the man of GOD is made perfect, and through- 


Iy furniſhed for every good Word and Work. 
According to your Veneration for the 


Bible, is your Regard for Public Worſhip 


and for the Lord's Supper, © Chriſt, you 
ſay, is the Church or Temple of GOD with- 
in thee. There 7he Supper of the Lamb is 
kept. When thou art. well grounded in 
this inward Worſhip, thou wilt have learned 
to live unto Gop above Time and Place, For 
every day will be Sunday to thee ; and 


| wherever thou goeſt, thou wilt have a 


Prieſt, a Church, and an Altar along with 
thee .. C 3» | | 


The plain e is, Thou wilt not 


0 en of Prayer, Part I. p. 73 
need 
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need to make any difference between Sun- 
day and other Days. Thou wilt need no 
other Church than that which thou haſt al- 
ways along with thee; no other Supper, 
Worjpip, Prieſt, or Altar. Be well ground- 
ed m this Inward Worſhip, and it ſuper- 
ſedes all the reſt. 

Ihis is right-pleaſing to Freſh and Blood, 
and I could moſt eaſily believe it, if I did 
not believe the Bible. But that teaches me, 
inwardly to worſhip Gop, as at all Times, 
and in all Places, ſo particularly on his 
own Day, in the Congregation of his Peo- 
ple, at his Altar, and by the Miniſtry of 
thoſe his Servants, whom he hath given for 
this very thing, jor the perfecking of the 
| ſaints, and with whom he will be 70 the End 
of the World. 
Extremely dangerous therefore is this 
other goſpel, which leads quite wide of the 
Goſpel of Chriſt. And what muſt the 
_ Conſequence be, if we thus break, yea and 
teach Men ſo, not one only, neither, the 
leaf of his Commandments ? Even that we 

Hall be called the leaft in the Kingdom of 
Heaven. GOD grant, this may not fall on 
you or me! 
7. However; 


191 
7. However, whether we have a Place in 
Heaven or not, you are very ſure, we ſhall 
have none in Hell. For there is no Hell 
in rerum Naturd; no ſuch Place in the Uni- 
verſe. You declare this, over and over 
again, in great Variety of Expreſſion, It 
may ſuffice to mention two or three. Hell 
is no Penalty prepared or inflicted by 
GOD ..“ Damnation is only, that which 
ſprings up within you *,” „ Hell and 
Damnation are nothing but the. various 
Operations of Self ©,” 
1 rather incline to the Account publiſh- 
ed a few Years ago, by a wiſe and pious 
Man, (the late Biſhop of Cork) where he 
is ſpeaking of the Improvement of Human 
Knowledge by Revelation. Some of his 
Words are, Concerning Future Puniſh- 
ments, we learn from Revelation only, 1. 
That they are both for Sou⁰ . Body, which 
are diſtinguiſhed in Scripture by the Worm 
that dieth not, and the fire which never fhall 
be quenched : And accordingly we are bid 
to fear him who 7s able to wy both __ and i 


u Spirit of Proves, Part II. p. 33. 
d Spirit of Love, Part II. p. 47. 
C 8 of Ira es, Part I. p. 79. 
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foul in hell.” Upon which I ſhall only re- 
mark, That whereas we find by Experi- 
ence, the Body and Soul in this Life are 
not capable of ſuffering the Extremity of 
Pain and Anguiſh at the ſame time, inſo- 
much that the greateſt Anguiſn of Mind 
is loſt and diverted by acute and pungent 
Pain of Body: Yet we learn from Scrip- 
ture, That in Hel] the wicked will be ſub- 
ject to extreme Torments of both 12 
ether: 

2. © That the chief Cauſe of their eter- 
nal Miſery will be, an eternal Excluſion 
from the beatific Viſion of Gop. This Ex- 


cluſion ſeems to be the only Puniſhment © 


to which we can now conceive a pure Spi- 
rit liable. And according as all intelli- 
gent Beings are at a /eſs or greater Diſtance 
from this Fountain of all Happineſs, ſo 
they are neceſſarily more or leſs miſerable 
or happy.” 
3. That one Part of thoſe Puniſhments 
will be by Fire, than which we have not 
any Revelation more expreſs and poſitive. 
And as it is an inſtance of great Goodneſs 
in Gop, that the Joys of Heaven are re- 
1 P. 351; 5 
1 : 
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ted tous, under the figutattve Images 


- Light and Glory and a Kingdom, and. 
that the Subſtance ſhall exceed the utmoſt 
of our Conception: So. it is an Argu- 


ment of his ſtrict Fu/tice, that Future Pu- 
niſhments are more /terally threatened and 
for 2 4 ol * 


4. © The Eternity of theſe Puniſhments 


is revealed as plainly, as Words can ex- 


preſs it. And the Difficulty of that Quefſ- 


tion, What proportion endleſs Torments 
can bear to momentary Sins, is quite remov- 


ed by confidermg, that the Puniſhments 


denounced are not Sanctions entirely arbi- 
trary, but are withal fo many previous 
Warnings or Declarations of the Natural 


Tendency of Sin itſelf. So that an unrepent- 


ing Sinner muſt be miſerable in another 


Life by a Neceflity of Nature. Therefore he 


is not capable of Mercy; ſince there never 


can be an alteration of his Condition, with- 
out ſuch a Change of the whole Man, as 
would put the natural and ſettled Order of 


the Creation out of Courſe. V 
Doubtleſs this eminent Man ( whoſ 


Books on the Human Underſtanding, and on 


+ Page 351. . 
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Divine Analogy, I would earneſtly recom- 
mend to all who either in whole or in part 
deny the Chriſtian Revelation) grounded 
his judgment both of the Nature and Du- 
ration of future Puniſhments on theſe and 
the like Paſſages of Scripture. 
Tf we ſin wilfully after we have received the 
Knowledge of the Truth, there remainetb no 
more ſacrifice for Sins; but à certain fearful 
 boking for of Tudgment and fiery Indignation, 
which ſhall devour the Adverſaries. He that 
- deſpiſed Miſes Law, died without Mercy: Of 
Fo much ſorer Puniſhment ſhall he be 0 
worthy, who bath trodden under Foot the Son 
of GOD ?— For wwe know him that hath ſaid, 
V. engeance belongeth unto me, Twill recompenſe. 
Tt is a fearful Thing, to fall into the Hands of 
the living God. Heb. x. 26, 31. 
And let not any who live and die in 
their Sins, vainly hope to eſcape his Ven- 
geance. For if GOD ſpared not the Angels 
that finned, but caſt them down to Hell, and 
delivered them into Chains of Darkneſs, to 
be reſerved unto Tudgment—The Lord know- = 
tb how to reſerve the unjuſt unto the Day of 
Judgment to be puniſhed. 2. Pet. ii. 4—9. In 
that Day, Oy ſtiled The Day of the 


ora, 
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Lord, they that fleep in the Duſt of the Earth 
ſball awake: Some to ever laſting Life, and 


ome to Shame and everlaſtingContempt : Dan. 
X11, 2. Among the latter will all thoſe be 


found, who are now by their obſtinate Im- 


penitence, Treaſuring up to themſelves wrath 


againſt the Day of Wrath and Revelation of 
the righteous Judgement of GOD: Who will 


then render Indignation and Wrath, Tribula- 
tion and Anguiſh upon every Soul of Man that 


doth Evil. Rom. ii. 5—9. He hath declared 
the very Sentence which he will then pro- 


nounce on all the workers of Iniquity, 


Depart, ye curſed into everlaſting Fire, pre- 
pared for the Devils and his Angels. Matt. 


 Xxv. 41. And in that Hour it will be 


executed: Being a. into outer Darkneſs, 5 


where is wailing and gnaſhing of Teeth, ver.30. 
they will be puniſhed with everlaſiing De- 


ſtruction, from the Preſence of the Lord and 


from the Glory of bis Power : 2 Theſſ. i. 9. 
A Puniſhment not only without End, 
but likewiſe without Intermiſſion. For 


when once they are caſt into that Furnace = 
Fire, that Lake of Fire burning with Brim- 
fone, the worm gnawing their Soul dieth 


not, and the Fire tormenting their Body ; 75 


not Ta So that hey have no Ref Day 
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tr Ni 907 but the Smoke of their Torment 
aſcendeth up for ever and ever. © 
Nou thus much cannot be denied, That 
theſe Texts ſpeak as i, there were really 
ſuch a Place as Hell, as if there were a real 
ire there, and as zf it would remain for ever. 
I would then aſk but one plain Queſtion. 
If the Caſe is not ſo, why did Gop fpeak 


as if it was ? Say you, © To affright Men 


from Sin ?” What, by Guile ? By Diſſimu- 
lation? By hanging out falſe Colours? 
Can you poſſibly aſcribe this to the Gop of 
Truth? Can you believe it of him? Can 
you conceive the moſt High dreſſing up a 
Scare-crow; as we do to fr ight Children 
Far be it from him. If there be then any 
ſuch Fraud in the Bible, the Bible is not of 
G0. And indeed this muſt be the Reſult 
of all: If there be no unquenchable Fire, no 
everlaſting Burning, there is no Depen- 
dance on thoſe Writings, wherein they are 
ſo expreſsly aſſerted, nor of the Eternity of 
Heaven any more than of Hell. So that if 
we give up the one, we muſt give up the 
other. No Hell, no Heavn, no Revelation ! 
In vain you ſtrive to ſupply the Place of 
this, by putting Purgatory in its Room; 
oy ſaying, « Theſe Virtues muſt have their 
I fect _ 
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perfect Work in you, if not before, yet cer⸗ 55 
tainly after Death *.” Every thing elſe 
muſt be taken from you by Fire, either 
here or hereaftex. ” Poor, broken Reed | 
Nothing wilt * be taten from you ” by 
that Fire which 18 þ r 0h the Devil and 
his Angels, but all Reſt 7 all Com- 
fort, all Hope. For the Worm eth not, and 
the Fire is not quenched. $ 85 
Ih have now, Sir, delivered my own Soul: 
And Thave uſed great Plainneſs of Speech; 
ſuch as I could not have prevailed on my- 
ſelf to uſe to one whom I ſo much reſpect, 
on any other Occaſion. If I have miſap- 
prehended any of your Sentiments, I am 
defirous of better Information, and moſt 
ready to believe you, if you diſclaim any 
0 2 opinions which I have imputed to 
I fay, to believe you, who are beſt 
IG to anſwer for yourſelf; and whatever 
yon fay, I ſhall conſider with all Attention. 
What others, eſpecially nameleſs Writers, 
may fay, I cannot promi either to read | 
or anſwer. 
O that your latter Wor ks may be more 
and greater than your firſt! Surely they 
Spirit of Love, Part II. b. 232. | 3 Ibid. 
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wou' d, if you could ever be perſuaded, to 
ſtudy, inſtead of the Writings of Tauler and 
Behmen, thoſe of St. Paul „James, Peter, and 
John : To ſpue out of your Mouth and : 
out of your Heart that vain Philoſophy, and 
ſpeak neither higher nor lower Things, nei- 
ther more nor leſs than the Orac les of GOD: 

To renounce, deſpiſe, abhor all the high- 
flown Bombaſt, all the unintelligible Jar- 
gon of the Myſticks, and come back to the 
plain Religion of the Bible, Me love him, 


becauſe he fot loved us. J am, Reverend Sir, 


Your Servant for Chr iſt's Sake, 


4 + doin 
Fan. 6, 1756. 


JOHN, WESLEY, 
CUVSEVM) 
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Page 10 Line 14 for it it, read in it. 

Page 12 in the Margin, for 58 read 38. 

Page 15 ſecond Line from the bottom, for 1 it in, read in it, 
Page 58 Line 16 * a read « Wy, 
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